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Catherine Flanagan: Part II

Suffragist heroine took up cause of Irish freedom
By Neil Hogan

W

hen you cast your bread
upon the water, you
never know what return you will
get. That was the case last winter
when the first issue of The
Shanachie in 2006 carried a story
about an Irish American who was
a leader and a heroine in the
campaign to secure the right to
vote for women.
Her name was Catherine
Flanagan. She was bom in
Hartford of Irish immigrant
parents. She was arrested while
picketing the White House in
1917. After Congress approved
the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution, she campaigned in
states across the country for its
acceptance.
When the Connecticut
legislature voted to approve the
amendment, she was chosen by

her fellow su ffragists to carry the
official copy of the approval to
Washington.
Catherine Flanagan's story is
a great reminder of the seldom
recognized contributions that
women
In general and
Irishwomen in particular have
made to American history.
Unfortunately, our research was
unable to trace Flanagan beyond
the early 1920s in Hartford and
her role In the suffrage
movement.
Several months after the
article appeared, the mystery was
solved when
Catherine
Flanagan's granddaughter,
Patricia McDonald of Baltimore,
Md., contacted the CIAHS. She
had been doing research on the
internet and came across a
reference to our article.
McDonald sent us a large

Catherine Flanagan returned to
Washington in September 1920
to deliver to the Us. secretary of
state official notice of
Connecticut's ratification of the
19th Amendment to the Us.
Constitution. (Photo Librmy of
Congress American Memory
Project)

Connecticut legislature had
approved the 19th Amendment
granting American women the
right to vote, Flanagan continued
to work In the suffrage
movement. She was still - or
again - in Washington in late
1920 or early 1921.
Meanwhile, the War of
(Please 111m 10 page 4)

The Australian-Connecticut plot thickens

l2enewal reminder
Membership
renewal
letters
were
sent to all
members
several weeks
ago. Please do
not delay renewing your
membership for 2007. The
$ I0 per person and $15 per
family dues have not changed
since the tounding of our
organization in 1989. Please
turn to page 2 for some more
thoughts on membership.

envelope filled with letters
written by Flanagan. The letters
trace Flanagan's involvement in
another great cause the
struggle for the independence for
Ireland in the early 1920s. They
also reveal a very tender love
story that took her across the
country to a new life as a wife
and mother in Utah.
So here is Catherine
Flanagan, Part II.
After
delivering
to
Washington on Sept. IS, 1920,
the offir.ial notification that the

Here are a couple puzzlers for our genealogy experts

O

ur brand new alliance with the Irish
Ancestry Group of The Genealogical
Society of Victoria in Australia, is already
uncovering links between the Irish in Australia and
those in the Nutmeg State.
Maureen Doyle of the Australian group
recently forwarded to us an intriguing family
history question from Cannel Hickey, a member of
the Irish Ancestry Group.

Keane from New Haven
Hickey writes that she is seeking "information
on Denis Keane who replaced a Keane headstone
in the old graveyard in Kilmaley, Co. Clare.

Names on the headstones are similar to our family
names Edmond, Denis, Bridget, Jane. Our
family begins in Australia in 1836 with John
Keane married to Hannah Murphy. Their daughter,
Bridget, born in 1832 in Kilmaley, County Clare.
Her baptism is on record. John's father, Edmund
Keane; his mother was Winifred Frawley. Denis
Keane's address shown on the headstone was N H
Conn USA."
A quick check in Heritage Quest census returns
shows a Dennis - rather than Denis - Keane
living in New Haven's Eighth Ward in 1910. He
was 50 years old, born in Ireland and a real estate
(Please /lim 10 page 3)
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March 24, April 15, May 5

A couple goals for 2007:
membership and elections

Genealogy workshops scheduled this spring

A

A

s we begin 2007, the membership of the
Connecticut Irish American Historical
Society stands at about 200. During 2006, we
were able to add a few new members. That is
encouraging and financially beneficial because it
provides some extra money for things like
archival materials for our library and printing of
the newsletter.
2007 will be successful if we can continue this
trend by adding maybe just 15 or 25 more
members. Certainly one good way to do that
would be if every current member would try to
get just one new member from among their
friends, relatives and co-workers. So, please, try
to spread the word to encourage people who are
interested in Irish history or genealogy to join us.
Also during 2007, it would be really helpful to
see an increase in the number of members who
attend meetings and get involved in activities.
There is no end of activities we can undertake if
we can get people to work on them: essay contest
on Connccticut Irish history for students; bus trips
to places like the Eugene O'Neill homestead in
New London; genealogy projects and field trips;
oral history tapings with Irish people throughout
the state; compiling and publishing a directory of
Irish organizations in Connecticut.
Such activities are out of the question, however,
unless we can get a few more hands involved. The
job descriptions are wide open. You want to help
run an office? Come to our library and help
handle the record-keeping, cataloguing,
correspondence. You love to take photographs?
Help us set up a program to take pictures of Irish
people and events all over the state. You thrive on
genealogy? Help us organize a genealogy club
within the CIAHS. You love to teach? Show us·
how to write a curriculum on Connecticut Irish
history.
At the moment, we are preparing to have our
annual election of officers. As with any
organization, the long-range good of the CIAHS
depends on regular turnover in officers, so that we
constantly benefit from new talents and fresh
ideas and insights. We would like to have
dilTerent members willing to serve as president,
vice president, secretary and treasurer. If you are
so inclined, get in touch with Vice President
George Waldron, (203) 281-1742.

year ago, when we asked
members what kind of programs
they prefer, the overwhelming favorite
was genealogy.
Pat Heslin has been working to
organize such programs to give
members what they want and to attract
people who are not members, but are
interested in family history. She has
come up with three workshop scheduled
this spring. The workshops will be I to 4
p.m. on Saturday March 24, Sunday
April 15, and Saturday May 5.
Each workshop will include two
sessions and refreshments. Topics range
from basics - like how to begin - on
up to sophisticated programs available
on the internet. A fact sheet containing
details of all the sessions is included
with this issue of the newsletter.

Admission is free, but those planning to
attend are encouraged to fill out the
form at the bollom of the fact sheet and
return it so that adequate supplies,
coffee and refreshments will be
available. And, most important, if you
have non-member friends and relatives,
please feel free to invite them to come
along with you.

Tell us an Irish story Included with the renewal letters that
have been sent to members are two very
important sheets of paper.
The first is the questionnaire that we
sent out with last year's renewals. It asks
about the programs and activities you
would like us to sponsor.
It also includes a question about
where you or your ancestors came fi'om
in Ireland. Last year many members
seemed to like that question. We were
able to take the results and plot out a
little map of Ireland with the places
represented in our membership. We will
do the same this year, so please take the

please

time to fill out the questionnaire.
The second sheet is another way both
to involve members in the organization
and to begin to compile for our library a
collection of Irish recollections from
members. It is titled "Tell us an Irish
story," and the idea is for everyone to
write down some experience from their
life that illustrates their Irishness. It can
be about an Irish relative or friend, a
family custom, a trip to Ireland or
whatever. If you cannot get involved in
the organization any other way, at least
tell us something about your Irish
experiences.

Spring training this year is special
With spring comes the return of
baseball. And this year baseball will be
special for the CIAHS. For more than a
year, we have been collecting photos
and information as part of our
Connecticut Irish baseball project.
Members have told us about, and we
have uncovered in old books and
newspapers the stories of scores of
Irish men and women, boys and

girls - who played baseball or who
have been involved in the game
somehow beginning 150 years ago in the
1860s and continuing on up to the
present day. We will open our baseball
exhibit at the Ethnic Heritage Center in
mid-May, and are going to schedule
several events around it such as
speakers, demonstrations of old
equipment, etc.

--------------
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Australian connection produces good results and a couple puzzles
(ContinI/ed/rom page I)
agent. His wife Mary was 40,
bom in Connecticut. The census
data show no children.
At that time there were 25
listings for Keane's living in

became a well-to-do sheep
raiser in Australia. She died a
year ago without leaving
husband or children and her
fortune
reverts
to the
Cunninghams,
who are

New Haven. Prior census
retums show some families of
that name in New Haven going

supposed to be in Connecticut.
The Waterbury city directory
contains the names of 19

back to 1860. There may well
be other Denis Keane's tucked
in some of the family listings in
those retums and in the retums
for 1920 and 1930.
Also, there are numerous
Keane listings In other
communities within New
Haven County and in other
counties in the state.
It is possible that Denis
lived in another town at the
precise time of a census, but
may have lived in New Haven
when he had the stone replaced
in the County Clare cemetery.
Hopefully, there may be a
descendant or relative of Denis
Keane among or known to one
of our members. And, some of
the ardent genealogists among
our members might be able to
trace more on this question in
the next few months.

not seem much better or worse
than those for buying the
winning ticket in the lottery.

Generous gift
In addition to the puzzling
genealogy question about Denis
Keane, the Irish genealogy
group in Victoria has sent along

an article by Joy Roy about a
little known genealogy
publication, Okiej"Coshe Mange

Slieve Lougher and Upper
Blackwater Ireland. Roy
explains
volumes

that there are 16
of detailed family

history on Counties Cork and
Kerry.

Soldier identified

Family articles and tips

One ofmany interesting articles in
Ancestor, the quarterly magazine
of The Genealogical Society of
Victoria, tells how researcher Alan
Bennell was able to jollow a trail
of military records to identifY
Capt. John Austin Mahoney as the
officer in the picture at right.
Mahoney served with the 24th
Ballalion of the 2nd Australian
Division in World War 1. He was
killed in action just weeks before
the end of the war. The article
appears in the March 2005 issue
of Ancestor which soon will be
available, along with other issues
and with newslel/ers of the
Australian Irish Ancestry Group,
in the CIAHS library at Southern
Connecticut State University

Wealthy Cunningham
From this end of the
connection, here is an equally
mysterious r~ference that might
have at one time made someone
rich. Under a headline
"Nineteen Cunninghams," The
Hartford Daily Times on Oct.
14, 1884, printed this item:
"If there
are
any
Cunninghams in Waterbury, a
share in a fortune may possibly
await them. The amount is
$75,000 and is left by Bridget
A. Pinn, or McDonnell, nee
Cunningham, who left Ireland
for this country in 1854, and,
after various vicissitudes,

The August 2006 issue of

Blarney, for example, contains

Cunninghams."
The search for this fortune is
made a bit more difficult by the
fact that the article implies, but
does not say specifically, that
B rid get's
Co n·n e c tic u t
connection
was
with
Waterbury.
Anyway, on the long-shot
chance that Bridget's $75,000
may still be unclaimed and
drawing interest in some
Australian bank, a search for
her kinfolk may prove good
luck for some Cunningham in
our state. After all, the odds do

for our library 10 back issues of
the professionally
done quarterly magazine of the
Genealogical Society of
Victoria, a dozen issues of
Blarney, the Irish Ancestry
Group's informative newsletter,
and two of its very helpful
publications: Irish Research
Starter Kit, and Griffith

Ancestor,

Valuation Kit.
While focusing primarily on
Australia, all of these
publ ications contain articles and
features of interest to anyone
doing Irish fami ly research.

Similarly, Ancestor is filled
with stories of individual family
researches, articles on the
practical aspects of research,
book reviews and queries from
readers.
The September 2004 issue
tells of Julie Hopper's
successful efforts to trace her
ancestors, Bridget Tangney
whose Irish parents moved to
Wales, and James Rapkins, a
native of Hampshire, England.
Bridget and James met in Wales
and immigrated to Australia.
The Irish Research Starter
Kit consists of 20 pages that are
filled
with data about
repositories and heritage centers
in Ireland, notices of books and
available collections of records.
The Griffith Valuation Kit
details the information that is
available in that source, where
to obtain it and how to use it.
The materials we have
received from the Irish
Genealogy Group will be
placed in our Australian
collection, and will be open for
use by our members.
We hope to increase the
size of this collection, and if
members have books on the
Irish in Australia that are just
taking up space on bookshelves,
we hope they will consider
donating them to our collection.
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Catherine Flanagan became lobbyist for Irish independence
(Coll/inuedjrom page I)

Independence had begun in
Ireland in January J919 and by
late 1920 the entire country was
in revolt against British rule.
In the summer of 1920,
English soldiers raided the city
hall in Cork and arrested, among
others, Terence MacSwiney, the
lord mayor of Cork. Sent to
Brixton prison, MacSwiney went
on a hunger strike. Seventy-four
days later, on Oct. 24, 1920, he
died.
Shortly thereafter, his sister,
Mary MacSwiney, came to the
United States as an envoy of the
proclaimed Irish Republic to
encourage Irish-Americans to
support politically and
financially the cause of Irish
independence.
Flanagan, who was in
Washington at that time, was
asked by the American
Association for Recognition of
the Irish Republic to serve as
secretary and traveling
companion of Mary MacSwiney
on her speaking tour across the
nation.

Western cities
They set out westward on a
journey that would take them to
such places as Chicago, Denver
and Kansas City. In mid-March,
they arrived in Salt Lake City,
which like most American cities,
had an active Irish community.
After a rally there, one of the
Irish-American leaders in Salt
Lake City, William Leary, a
Connecticut born law professor
at the University of Utah,
approached Flanagan. He
apparently had more on his mind
than the Irish Republic.
"I never have been able to
figure out just why you came up
that afternoon," wrote Flanagan
later. "It has puzzled me. I did

get your quizzical look. And I do
remember you had the funniest
expression in your eyes when
you invited me to the theater.
You certainly were determined
to kid me along. And somehow I
did not like you at the theater. I
am sure I sensed that you were
just playing with me ... just for
the game."

Romance blossoms
Game, indeed. Rather, it
turned out that Leary, a widower
with three young children, was
quite taken with the young

on the tag, but it seems not
inconceivable that Flanagan kept
the tag as a memento of their
first meeting.
Flanagan and MacSwiney
went on from Utah to Colorado
Springs and Denver in late
March. From the latter city, she
wrote Leary, "We have just
come from meeting 7,000
people ... A splendid meeting ...
and we are both frightfully tired.
I'll get the boy to take this out
tonight and you will probably
get it Tuesday afternoon."
On March 30, she wrote one
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"That is the reason you are
getting this letter written this
way and the reason it is being
written tonight," concluded
Flanagan. "No time tomorrow
for anything."
When they returned east,
their schedule was equally busy.
Writing from New York on
April 11, Flanagan said, "We
haven't had a minute. Things are
piling up. Tonight, after a most
strenuous day, we spoke at the
Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom dinner. It
began at 7:30 and we arrived at
the hotel at 11:45! ... Tomorrow
we speak at the Henry Street
Settlement, and then return to
Washington."

Busy at convention
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Among Catherine Flanagan's correspondence was this envelope for
flowers sent her while she was touring the United States in 1920 in
the cause of Irish independence. It was in Salt Lake City that she met
William Leary, the man she was to marry afew months later.
Connecticut suffragist, so much
so that the two of them began an
almost instant courtship by mail
that culminated in marriage by
the end of the year. Almost
daily, and sometimes twice
daily, Flanagan would write a
few lines or several pages to
Leary - in all more than 200
letters.
In
fact,
among the
photocopied letters provided by
Patricia McDonald is a
photocopy of a tag tor nowers
that were sent to Catherine
Flanagan at the Hotel Utah in
Salt Lake City. There is no date

letter that shows the busy
schedule MacSwiney, whom she
called "my chief," was following
in lobbying for support for Irish
independence. "We are enroute
from Denver to Kansas City,"
Flanagan told Leary. "It is now 8
p.m. And we get off this old
train at 6:20 a.m. at St. Mary's,
Kansas, where we have a
meeting at 10, then to Topeka
where we speak before the
Chamber of Commerce at one,
then on to Kansas City where we
are guests at the Bishop's dinner
at six and have our meeting at 8
p.m. And the hall holds 15,000."

On April 21, Flanagan and
MacSwiney were in Chicago at
the first national convention of
the AARJR. After four days and
nights there, Flanagan wrote,
"There is so much to tell you ...
TIle convention was a great
success ... the delegates came
with the determination to do
everything in their power to
cooperate with the Irish people
through their representatives
here. The presence of so many
fine women had its effect. There
were over 5,000 delegates ...
"Since last Friday, ) have
done nothing but shake hands
with people, answer their
questions as to who this person
and that person was, who they
would vote for, etc. and take
luncheon and dinner, and teas
and talks. The hotels were
crowded, and 1 must confess,
only to you, however, because
you would know it anyhow, that
I was in my element it
certainly delights my soul - this
meeting of people, after one has
met them before or had dealings
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with them. The SpIrIt of the
people I cannot describe. It was
one of enthusiasm, pride in the
part they are taking for Ireland,
and all with a genuineness and
joy you would have to see to
appreciate ... "
When they returned to
Washington
after
the
convention, Flanagan was
offered and accepted the
position of secretary of the
Legislativc Committee of the
association. It was, she wrote
Leary, "a frightfully big job,"
but added, "I am so happy thai I
myself
can scarcely contain
because I believe I can help
Ireland here better than I could
orgamzmg branches about the
country."

write their U.S. senators in
favor of passage of a resolution
condemning the terrorism of
Bri tish troops against the
civilian population in Ireland.
The sample letter that went
out under her signature as
executive secretary stated,
"Whenever cruelties have been
inflicted upon a people by any
other nation whether it was in
Russia against the Jews, in
Armenia by the Turks, in Cuba
by Spain, America has always
raised her voice in solenUl
protest against the brutalities.
May I ask therefore that you

Had a most valuable interview.
"But, the British embassy is
working the social game with
might and main ... If thcre was
an Irish group here, I mean, if
they had by some manner of
means gotten into the social set
here - real Irish - I mean,
there might bc some chance of
at least reaching the car of some
of the important men, the few
Irish Americans who have
gotten in are so pro-English that
it is too much of a job to get a
word in edgcways."
In another instance,
MacSwiney wrote Prcsident

Wearing two hats
The changeover was delayed
a few weeks, and during most
of May 1921, Flanagan was still
wearing two hats. In one letter
she wrote, "I have been looking
for 0 fikes, stenogs, desks, etc.
Tomorrow I must clinch the
offices, and begin to get the
organization of my office work
underway." In another,
she
mentioned that McSwiney was
off to Baltimore for a speech,
but only alter Flanagan, "put a
few stitches in (her) dress and
packed her bag, .. "
In Washington, she worked
under Major Eugene Kinkead
of New Jersey, first vice
president of the AARI R, in the
campaign to secure American
recognition of the Irish
Republic and to make U.S.
officials aware of and
sympathetic to the Irish in their
struggle to cast off British
dominion in Ireland.
It was stimulating work, but
an uphill battle. Flanagan
oversaw a campaign, for
example, in which members of
thc AARIR throughout the
United States wcre urged to

Catherine's signature 0/1 one ofher letters to Will.
lend your assistance to the
passage of the Norris
Resolution which not alone
voices America's protest
against the violations of the
Hague Covenants, but gives to
Ireland belligerent rights."
The British applied all their
considerable influence In
Washington to fight such
initiatives. And Flanagan was
especially irritated that many
Irish-Americans who had risen
to high places in government
were all too ready to descrt thc
Irish in their struggle.

British opposition
In a letter written to Leary
on May 14, she commented,
"Today, don't breathe it aloud,
very, very confidential, my
chief and myself went to see the
Third Assistant Secretary of
State, and found the Second
closeted to hear the story too.

Harding asking for a personal
interview. After a week,
Flanagan wrote, an answer
came back that "under no
circumstance could he see her
unless the British Ambassador
made the request for the
interview."
Flanagan was outraged.
"Damnation, I say," she wrote.
"It is a scream to have the
President
make
only
appointments approved by the
British Ambassador - time to
call a halt. Well, we didn't give
this out publicly here, tho I
think Miss MacSwiney did tell
them about it in a spccch in
Waterbury, and they hissed
Harding."
A number of American
senators were similarly
deferential to the English. "All
the senators talk about
Recognition (of the Irish
Rcpublie) bringing on war with

England," she wrote, "old
villains, yes they are,
they
know that we are going to war
with England sooner or later,
and they have the idea in their
heads they would like to
pretend that this might bring it
on because they want to stand
as they are. Well, we will rout
them out."

Congressional deadlock
Getting a majority of
senators to back any action that
might offend
England
remained,
however,
a
Herculean task.
At the end of June, Flanagan
wrote state branches of the
AARIR, "There is at this time a
definite deadlock in Congress
in regard to recognition. The
two resolutions which so vitally
affect the Republic are tied up
In
the Foreign Relations
Committee. We have as yet, in
spite of all pressure, been
unable to arrange public
hearings on the Irish question.
", .. Of the 59 Republicans
in the Senate, 15 are definitely
committed to the recognition of
the Irish Republic; twenty-four
Senators, more or less
favorable, refuse to definitely
commit themselves ... eight are
definitely opposed, two are
absent for the present session
and ten have not reported to us.
" ... Of the 37 Democrats in
the Senate, thirteen are
definitely committed ... two
refuse to commit themselves,
eight are definitely opposed and
fourteen have not reported to
us."
One
of Flanagan's
responsibilities was to put focus
into the AARIR efforts. In one
letter, she wrote, "Most of the
day in the office just doing a
report on eaeh and every
Senator in the country ... with a
suggestion as to the type of
(Please
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Family history of Flanagans disclosed in course of courtship
(Conlinuedfrom page 5)
work I think should be done to
get their votes."
In the same letter, she chided
Leary, "By the way, not a
petition or resolution or anything
from the State of Utah since
April 25th ... What shall I do to
get Utah stirred up. We really
must have resolutions come in. I

will try to get the organization to
send Capt. Monteith there in a
few weeks. He is now in
Colorado. He is a splendid man
of about forty or forty five 
was in the 1916 Rebellion and
you would find him immensely
interesting I am sure. And he is
right into his job."

Truce in Ireland
In July, the urgency of the
issue suddenly lessened when,
after 30 months of biller warfare,
a truce was agreed upon in
Ireland and talks began that
ended with the Anglo-Irish treaty
of December 1921.
The timing was beneficial for
Catherine and her "Will," as she
called him because their
friendship had ripened into much
more than that. The ripening was
not always smooth. Leary, at
first, seemed to think Flanagan
was a career woman whose chief
enjoyment was getting involved
in causes. He must have flatly
stated that in one leller because
Flanagan answered, "So you
think I am going from movement
to movement for the excitement
and the love of the game. Well,
maybe I am, but it won't be
because I want to. It's the
farthest thought now. You see I
had really determined to sellie
down in Washington on the first
of January, and Mother had
everything packed and was ready
to come and live with me, and I
was studying law, or beginning

to, when along came Miss
MacSwiney, and the call to go
across the country with her
working for the Irish Republic 
and as that was near and dear to
my heart, well, here I am ... I
really think it was Providence
itself that settled that I was to do
this."
Her intention, she explained,
had been that she would resign as
soon as MacSwiney finished her
tour. "And," she added, "If I
hadn't come with Miss
MacSwiney I never would have
seen you, nor would you have
seen me, and even if I don't see
you ever again, it was nice to
have had a few days with you, so
you see this trip was
worthwhile - from the selfish
point of view."
On another occasion, she
responded with apparent
petulance, "Was that a leller?
You asked so many questions,
answered them ... then made so
many deductions!!! I should
ignore all the questions, and
possibly the leller, but lawyers
usually set up a defense, so I am
going to attempt to answer."

Nothing but the facts
Then, she began to answer
with "Facts," numbering them no
less:
"I. Started to work at 13
(stem necessity).
"2. Suffrage work. Tried to
make it easier for other little girls
who had to go to work at 13 too
"3. No political affiliation.
Both parties bad as can be."
In the midst of this, Leary
apparently did the right thing for
she wrote, "Your nice telephone
came right here. You were a
peach to call up. And I loved it."
Then she continued on in her
leller to answer his other

questions, by the numbers.
As their correspondence
warmed with salutations from
"Dearest Will" to "Old
Adorable," Flanagan spoke of
her earlier years and her family
in what is a priceless memoir as
well as an important biographical
sketch:
"Father died when I was 13,
second oldest of seven. Ugly,
freckled-face girl with nothing
but 'a smile and lots of brown
hair' as a friend of mine used to
say. Worked for 11 months
taking care of two children, ... up
at six and to bed at ten. First job
at 14, $3.50 per week, and my
how huge that looked. Then,
other jobs working hard all day
and every evening for six years
to night school ... took a ninth
grade class of dressmaking,
millinery,
bookkeeping,
shorthand, typing, etc. Spent all
day Sunday gelling food cooked
for the children for the rest of the
week, doing the laundry and
making their clothes.
"My beautiful mother (and
think, she was only 33 when Dad
died, and with seven children and
not enough money to bury him)
was out all the time nursing,
earning just enough money to put
good food in our tummies. Mary,
my older sister and myself did
this sort of thing for several
years.
"My brother Tom, just
younger than I, was sent to
Trinity College. He worked most
of his way, and is now at 29 a
fairly successful business man in
New York with a beautiful wife
and baby, and all the things that
go to make life happy.
"Jim, God bless him,
wouldn't go to school. He is now
26, with an adorable wife and the
two loveliest babies in the world.
Then, I have a lovely red-haired

sister, the light of my eyes, who
was a newspaper girl and last
June married the editor of the
Sunday (Hartford) Courant. They
are now in New York and he is
on the New York Evening Post,
special writer.
"Agnes is graduating this year
from Colorado College. Mary,
my oldest sister who went back
to school, is graduating in June
from Simmons College, Boston.
Anne, our baby, has had one year
at our state university and next
year will go back to college
again.

Schooling neglected
"I am the only one who hasn't
any education. I only completed
8 grades but I couldn't stay in
school and have bread and buller
too. .
"Then I did two years as a
secretary to a novelist ... fine
training in English. Tho I am
afraid it is leaving me. I went on
a trip south with the novelist and
his family. On my return I found
our Connecticut suffragists were
planning the first suffrage
parade, May 1914 ... I went
down to help them.
"Got tremendously interested
in the campaign. After much
work In the Connecticut
legislature and a survey of the
country to see what and where
we might expect to finish our
campaign, I joined the militants
in Washington with the express
purpose of picketing and going to
jail ifit were necessary to get the
federal amendment through. It
was, and I spent 30 days in
August 1917 in jail."
In another letter, she detailed
her career with the suffrage
movement: "My first work was
as a manager of the state
headquarters in Hartford where I
had a stenographer, a multigraph
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operator, a caretaker of supplies
and Elizabeth as my assistant ...
We had a membership of
30,000 and
an active
membership of 3,000 ... I have
worked in several states
Massachusetts, New Jersey
(1915 and 1920 on the
legislature when we were
ratified), Montana, Idaho,
Vermont, New Hampshire,
Tennessee and in Washington.
"A great deal of the work
given to me has been the getting
up of huge meetings, such as
Jeanette Rankin. The first
speech I believe she made after
her election to Congress was
made in Hartford, and I got up
for thc evening
5,000
people. Paid affair and I just
broke even. The meeting cost
$600, which I took in for scats.
Of course, it was a cinch to do
such a meeting but it seemed a
startling affair then. And a
propaganda meeting that pays
for itself is still a joy.

Idaho campaign
"In Idaho I campaigned all
over the state getting petitions
and telegrams and speaking on
street comers and at the state
fair, all to get that scoundrel
Borah's vote. We didn't get it
either. Which reminds me of a
most unhappy Sunday I spent in
your city en route to Idaho. J
had orders to stop and see our
chairman in Salt Lake. Well, J
met a nice man on train out
from Chicago. He had his little
son of 7 with him .. and I had a
beautiful time visiting with
them. When we arrived in Salt
Lake he wanted me to have
dinner with him, but of course I
didn't accept. The chairman
was out of town. No one in
town I knew. And my first trip
West, and almost my first trip
anywhere. All day alone
Sunday in a strange city. I don't
think I'll ever forgel it. ...

"During

the

influenza

epidemic I was alone in the
state of Montana putting up a
campaign against Sen. Tom
Walsh. We were holding the
Democrats responsible for the
failure of one of our bills and
my job was to defeat him if
possible. I'd love to tell you

Connecticut and stay with the
nutmegs.

Campaigning in New York
"And during a little lull in
suffrage work, I campaigned on
the lower East Side of New
York for a woman for
municipal court judge, because
I believe women
shou Id be in such
positions. It was
great sport. I learned
there for the first
time about the Irish
Catholic vote and
the antagonism of
anti-Catholicism.
"You
remember
when Delaware was
to have been the
36th state? Well, all
the publicity on that
campaign was mine.
I had entire charge
of it ...
"So, you sec. Life
has not been dull.
My hours have been
as full as possible
with exciting, new

happenings, and in
eight years, no time
to think or really
sense what this old
world really is, or
what the next is to
be.... "
William and Catherine Flanagan Leary.
But,
she
wrote,
about the campaign at length.
"God has certainly been good to
And it was such fun when one
me for He has let me work for
was alone in the state and was
two great causes which are very
attacked. Then one had to fight
dear to me, and to which I could
or go down ... and we never
give all my spare time and earn
went down. That's why we
a living too ... "
won.
TI1e letters do not reveal at
"In Idaho, Mrs. Borah
exactly what time, Will and
attacks me, publicly, personally
Catherine became engaged, but
and on the cause. I had never
by mid-July he was planning to
seen her. It was delicious. Then
come to Washington to be with
Sen. Walsh's paper called me
her for a vacation. She wrote,
"one of the millionaire poodle
"If you come those first two
dog type of women." ... And
weeks of August and if by any
they said in the editorial column
chance I had to do anything in
that I had better go back to
the office I would only have to

stay a few minutes to answer
the letters.
" Jf I am really off, then we
could go out to so many nice
places right near here - lovely
quiet places for the whole
day - Rock Creek Park and
Bloumont and Mount Vernon
... Tonight I am going to wire
you. And now I must run
home I have some new
dresses - all bargains and I'm
dying to try them on. Do you
know how much I love you,
Will. I wonder if you do."
TI1C vacation seemed to have
sealed the deal. Even though
she was busy with the Irish
campaign, Catherine's letters
began to focus on plans for the
wedding and her going to Utah.

Resignation accepted
On Oct. 24, the AARIR
accepted
Catherine's
resignation. "I realize that
something of great importance
makes it necessary for you to
leave the work that you had so
completely in hand," wrote
Major Kinkead.
Catherine Flanagan and Will
Leary, the first dean of the
University of Utah Law School,
were married during the holiday
season in 1921. He had three
children tram his first marriage.
He and Catherine had three
children. The oldest, Peter
Leary, was a lawyer in Salt
Lake City. The second was
Catherine Patricia, the mother
of Patricia McDonald who has
provided the ClABS with these
letters. The third child was
Virginia, who became a law
professor at SUNY Buffalo.
Catherine died during another
pregnancy when Virginia was
an infant.

Editor's note: Our sincere
thanks to Patricia McDonald
jar sharing her grandmother's
lel/ers with us and allowing us
to make them part of our
Connecticut Irish archives.
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Garment workers exhibit scheduled at Ethnic Heritage Center

D

id one of your ancestors
work at Strouse Adler in
New Haven, in a milliner's shop
or as a dressmaker? CIAHS is
seeking information and
memorabilia on Irish and lrish
Americans who worked in the
various garment producing
factories and needle trade or
related businesses located in
New Haven.
Joan Cavanagh, archivist at
the Ethnic Heritage Center, is
preparing an exhibit on New
Haven's garment workers at the
center in March and April prior

to the exhibit opening at the
New Haven Museum &
Historical Society, formerly the
New Haven Colony Historical
Society.
Much of the material
collected thus far pertains to the
1950s and Cavanagh is hoping
to broaden the timeline and
ethnic diversity of the exhibit.
In the late 1800s it was common
for Irish immigrant girls and /irst
generation Irish-Americans to
work in these factories or in
home businesses providing these
services. We want to hear and
..........................

preserve the stories of these
workers. CIAHS welcomes this
opportunity to broaden its
archives on work opportunities
available to Irish immigrants and
their children so member
donations to the project,
originals and copies, will be
retained in the CIAHS archives
to be made available to
researchers. If contributors do
not wish to make an outright
donation of their memorabilia,
photos or documents, materials
will be accepted for use in the
exhibit on a loan basis.

·.tw..• ".
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Contributors
will
be
acknowledged in exhibit credits
and associated materials.
If you have something to
share, please contact CIAHS via
Oill web page (www.ctiahs.com.
attention Pat) or by phone at the
EHC (203) 392-6126 and ask for
Pat, Maureen or Dolli. In May,
the garment workers exhibit will
be replaced by the CIAHS
baseball project exhibit which
will be on display during tile
summer, and' will include special
evcnts such as speakers on
baseball .
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First of three genealogy workshops attracts large crowd
Session on April 15 to focus on research in Ireland and on computers

A

total
of 65
family
historians and family tree

experienced researchers.
Refreshments will be served

enthusiasts attended the first of

during

three genealogy workshops being
sponsored this spring by the

sessions each afternoon.
The
Irish-American
Community Center is located at 9

Connecticut Irish-American
Historical Society.

Venice

the

break

Place,

between

East

Haven.

Infonnative talks by CIAHS

Directions: From 1-95 north or

genealogy experts Paul Keroack
and Janet Pestey prompted lots of

south, take Exit 48 to 1-91 north.
Northbound on 1-91, take Exit

questions

of

8 (Middletown Avenue). Bear

infonnation at the workshop,
which was held at the Irish
American Community Center in
New Haven on March 24.
The second workshop will be
Sunday afternoon, April 15,

right at end of ramp onto Route
80 east. At third traffic light, tum
right onto Eastern Street. Proceed

and

sharing

beginning at I p.m. at the Irish
American Community Center in
New Haven.
It will feature two separate
sessions. In the first, Janet Pestey
will describe records that are
available in Ireland, including

More than 60 Irish family researchers turned out for the first
CIAHS genealogy workshop of 2007 at the Irish-American
Community Center in New Haven. They came with paper, pens
and pencils, ancestry charts, file folders, laptop computers, and
they gave their rapt attention 10 speakers Paul Keroack and Janet
Pestey who described "getting started" and basic sources.
In the second session, from

In

the

first

session, Janet

and

2:30 to 4 p.m., Dan Lynch will
discuss computer sources for
genealogical research.
The final workshop in the

Pestcy will speak on additional
resources in Ireland.
The second session, from 2:30
to 4 p.m. that day, will be a

cemetery records. This session
will run from I p.m. to 2: I5 p.m.

series will be on Saturday, May
5, from I to 4 p.m.

general help
questions and

birth,

marriage,

death

session
answers

with
from

one mile to Venice Place on the
right.
Southbound on 1-9 I, take Exit

8 (Middletown Avenue). Tum
left at end of exit ramp onto
Route 80 east. At fourth traffic
light, tum right onto Eastern
Street. Proceed one mile to
Venice Place on the right.
Club is two-tenths of a mile at
the end of Venice Place.
For infonnation call
877-9618 or (203) 269-0166

New blossoms to bloom in historical society program
A display of the flowers of Ireland and demonstrations of how some of those flowers can be grown in gardens
and containers in Connecticut will be part of the CIAHS booth in the cultural tent at the New Haven Irish
festival this June. The festival will be held at the North Haven Fair Grounds just off Exit 12 of 1-9 I on
Saturday and Sunday, June 23-24.
The focus on flowers in our festival display will add a new, and very appropriate, element to our program of
Irish-American historical and cultural activities. Flowers are as much a part of Irish heritage and history as are
poets, musicians and rebels. Across the length and breadth of the Irish countryside the window boxes of the humblest
of whitewashed cottages as well as the meticulously tended pathways of castle gardens are colorful
reminders of the Irish love of flowers. And, in Irish folklore, the very first beauty that Oisin, the hero
poet and son of Finn, commented upon when he reached Tir-na-n-Og, the mythical Land of the
Young was, "a country near at hand all green and full of flowers with beautiful smooth
plains, blue hills and bright lakes and waterways."
(Please (tim 10 page 5)
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Many thanks for donations

Baseball exhibit opens May 20
You may not think this no-nonsense,
old-time cop has anything to do with

Many crAHS members not only have paid their dues for 2007,
but also have included an extra contribution. All such donations
help the crABS defray such costs as publishing the newsletter,
special mailings, supplies and activities. Sincere thanks to all
those listed below who so generously support the organization.

the Irishmen and women who have
played baseball in Connecticut over
the last century-and-a-half, but he
does. You can find out exactly how
he fits in to that theme when our

Elizabeth Conway Cuomo
Julianne Gallagher
Mary Catherine Colbum
Rose Mary Ballasty, SSND
Robert G. Doyle
Margaret & Michael Shea
Michael Kubeck Family
Tom & Noreen Slater
John 1. Condron
Robcrt F. Nugent
Paul Keroack
Bob Lingane
John & Kathleen O'Donovan
George Waldron
Bill & Eileen Tinker
Edward F. Flynn, Jr.
Doraine Wall-Riley
Seamus Metress
Lt. Col. Edward 1. Giering
Jon Doody
Edward and Mary Clifford
Leonora S. Farley
Steve & Grace Collins

Dan & Emma Kirby
John & Barbara O'Connor
Mary & Francis Cunningham
Stephen & Kathlyn Kraffmiller
Maureen & Chris Rynne
Bob O'Brien
Maureen Moore Tarbox
Thomas Flanagan
John & Patricia Droney
Jim & Beverly Tabak
Patrick & Carolyn Hosey
Ed & Ruth Cullen
Suzanne & Howard Travers
Joan & John Boyle
Maureen Delahunt
Michael L. Ryan
Edward & Barbara Revay
Patti Thomas
Jerry Farrell, Jr.
Mary Brassil
Robert E. Meagher
Jane Ciarlone & Regina Milano
Claudia & Karen Shea.

Reminder
If you are uncertain whether you renewed your membership
for 2007, check the address label on this issue of The
Shanachie. If the label containing your address has an "07" on
it, you are paid up for 2007. If the label has an "06" on it, you
have yet to pay the dues for this year. The dues are only $10 a
year for individuals and $15 for families. So if your label still
has the "06," please be sure to write out a check payable to
crABS and retum it to crABS, P.O. Box 185833, Hamden,
CT 06518. If you have a question about dues and membership,
contact Financial Secretary James McCabe James.
mccabe@snet.net; (203) 269-0371.

Recruiting
If any of your friends, relatives or neighbors are interested in
Irish history and heritage, be sure to tell them about the
CIAHS. Word of mouth from current members is one of the
most effective ways to build up our membership.

exhibit about Connecticut's Irish and
the national pastime opens in May.
Tentatively

we

have

scheduled

Sunday, May 20, for the grand
opening of the exhibit at the Ethnic Heritage Center at 270 Fitch
Street on the campus of Southem Connecticut State University in
New Haven. The exhibit will feature pictures and stories about all
kinds of teams and players -

from Hall of Famers on down to

sandlot and parochial school athletes, as well as managers,
umpires, franchise owners and even some of the state's best fans.
And all of them Irish. We plan to publish another issue of The
Shanachie to coincide with the opening day, and that issue will
contain the exact details of the opening day, the hours when the
exhibit will be open and several special events we will be
sponsoring about Irish baseball in Connecticut during the summer
months.

Visit our website
If you have not yet done so,
be sure to visit our website 
www.ctiahs.com.ltis a
treasure trove of information
both about our activities and
about Irish history and
genealogy in general. The
features include:
Events: Listing of activities
and programs on our agenda
in the months ahead.
Library: Description and pictures of our Irish history and
genealogy research library at the Ethnic Heritage Center. A listing
of the Irish-interest books that we offer for sale.
Genealogy: Special free service offered by our genealogist-in
residence, Jim McCabe, who will do a quick search of sources to
help beginning genealogists get started. Also, a listing oflinks that
may be helpful in tracking down ancestors.
Membership: Details on joining the CIABS and a membership
form that can be submitted.
Pictures: One of the best features of the website is a rapidly
increasing gallery of members at various activities and events.
Our web master, Finbarr Moynihan, is doing a great job adding the
latest news to the website and making it easier to use.
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Research on baseball turns up 600 Irish railroad workers ...

A

s the old saying goes:
"One thing leads to
another." That certainly has
been the case with the research
for the Connecticut Irish
American Historical Society's
baseball project.
Research on the state's Irish
"baseballists," as they were
called in the old days, has been
ongoing for a year, and will
culminate in May with an
exhibit at the Ethnic Heritage
Center in New Haven.
Meanwhile, even as we have
collected lots of information
about J50 years of Connecticut
Irish baseball players, coaches,
umpires, fans and team owners,
we have come across other
fascinating aspects of the
history of the Irish in our state.
One of those aspects came to
light while we perused a sports
page in an old Bridgeport
newspaper and discovered the
photograph to the right. It
indicates that baseball was not
the only sport that attracted Irish
people in Connecticut. Taken in
1912, the picture depicts a team
of mostly Irish female factory
workers who were enjoying the
new indoor winter game of
basketball.
Another unanticipated, but
very welcome, discovery
occurred when about 600
Irishmen building a railroad
through Connecticut turned up
right in the middle of the
baseball project.
Finding the railroad workers
is due, in part, to the very
useful, state-sponsored internet
ICONN research tool.
ICONN, which is available
free to anyone who holds a
public library card in
Connecticut, includes Heritage
Quest as one of its resources.
Heritage Quest Jets a researcher

look at the actual returns of U.S.
censuses all the way up to 1930.
In returns beginning with the
1850 census, the birthplace of
each individual, and in many
cases the birthplaces of his or
her parents, is listed.
Thus, in the baseball project,
the CIABS has been able to use
Heritage Quest to confirm the

Irish roots of many baseball
players going back as far as the
1860s and the 1870s.
As we were checking the
1870 census returns for that
kind of information, there began
to tum up in the listings for
many central Connecticut
communities, long lists of
railroad workers - long, not as

... And some Irish basketball lassies

T

he Nutmeg girls' basketball team of East Bridgeport
was organized in 1911, comprising mostly young

women who worked at the U.M.C. Co. Players included,
front row from left, Marie McCann, Julia Sullivan and Grace
McCarthy; back row, Viola Jewett and Catherine Donovan.
Shown with the players is manager John Leary. The story
accompanying the picture says, "Working eight to ten hours
a day in a factory was not all to their liking, and when
basketball was suggested to them, they fell in with the idea
at once. In choosing John Leary for a coach, they made a
wise choice and they took to the game like ducks to water.
The girls started learning the game at St. Joseph's Hall." The
story adds that when a team of the best women hoop players
defeated a similar team from New Haven, three of the
Nutmegs were on the Bridgeport roster. Unfortunately it
does not identify the three all-stars. The picture and story
appeared in the Bridgeport Herald of May 26, 1912.

in 20 or 30 names, but long as in
multiple pages with 40 names
per page.
The vast majority of the
railroad workers on the lists
were identified as natives of
Ireland, although there were
some born In England,
Germany, Poland and states
such as Connecticut, New York
and Massachusetts.
A check of a very good book
published by the Connecticut
Historical Society a few years
ago revealed what was going
on. The book, which is titled
Connecticut Railroads, an
Illustrated History, by Gregg M.
Turner and Melancthon W.
Jacobus, describes the birth and
life of every railroad in
Connecticut.
One chapter is devoted to the
so-called Airline Railroad. The
"airline" was the dream of some
entrepreneurs who thought it
made good sense to build a
railroad that followed the
shortest route between New
York and Boston. Earlier rail
lines connecting those major
cities followed either the
shoreline of Long Island Sound
or an interior road that came
along the Sound to New Haven
then turned abruptly north to
Springfield, then turned east to
go to Boston.
The Airline Route, for which
the state legislature granted a
charter in the late 1840s, cut
mi [es off the longer routes.
However, many delays ensued
in constnlction of the Airline
Route, and the idea was
resurrected only in the late
1860s, led by a Middlefield
man, David Lyman, whose
community was one of those
that would benefit from
construction of the Jine.
(Continued on page 4)
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Census returns reveal camps of Irish workers along Airline railroad
(Continued/rom page 3)
The Connecticut Railroads
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book describes what then
happened: "Aided by 1,000
construction
workers,
management opened the line in
1870 from New Haven as far as
MiddletoviTl and to Willimantic
in 1873."
The J870 census which has
been so helpful in our baseball
project, reveals a historically
accurate picture of that
construction schedule.
In just five towns we checked
along the path followed by the
Airline Route, there are the
names of about 600 of the
railroad workers. It seems likely
that a check of the census
records for all the towns along
the route would tum up most of
the rest of the 1,000 supposedly
working on the line.
Judging
from
the
nationalities of the workers in
our sampling, it also seems
certain that most of the other 400
would be Irish just as most of
the 600 found thus far are Irish.
In towns near New Haven,
the lists of workers are shorter
and suggest not so much camps
filled with workers but rather
boardinghouses where some
construction workers may have
continued to work
on
maintaining the line that already
had been built.
Farther along in tOViTlS
like Durham, Portland, Chatham
and Colchester - the size of the
construction worker lists grows,
and the way they are listed
suggests temporary camps that
must have been opened, then
closed, as the work moved
northeastward.
The time we could devote to
tracing the camps was limited
and permitted only a quick spot
check of some towns along the
route from Wallingford to

,..,. .
Above is a photocopy of a portion ofpage No. 25 of the 1870

u.s. census relurns for Ihe lown of

Chalham, modern-day EaSI Hampton. AI that time, the Airline Railroad was under constmction
Ihrough central Connecticul. Chatham obviously was Ihe sile ofa major conSlnlClion effort for Ihe
relurns for Ihal 10wn contain almost six pages full of railroad conslruclion workers names. The
vaSI majority of them, like Ihe ones shown here, are nalives of Ireland. II is a fascinating and all
but untold historical record of Irish immigration to our state.
Colchester. It is probable that
other boardinghouses and camps
for the railroad workers existed
In such communities as

Middletown, East Hampton and
eventually Willimantic, and then
on to the northeastern comer of
the state where the Airline Route

crossed over into Massachusetts.
Of the towns we checked for
such camps, Chatham, which is
modem-day East Hampton, and
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Garden display at festival
(Continuedfrom Page I)

About 1,000 Irish constmetion workers cleared the right of way and built
bridges and aln'lments like that shown above along Ihe Airline ROllte.

Colchester had the largest
number of railroad workers.
Chatham had almost six full
pages with 40 names on each
page for a total of nearly 250
names. And the place of
nativity of almost 100 percent
of those 250 workers
was
Ireland.
In Colchester's returns,
there are about nine full pages
of railroad workers or more
than 350 names.
On the census returns, each
worker is identified by name
along with age and place of
birth and the job description
such as "works on RR" or
"common laborer RR."
A quick breakdown of 37
names on one page of the
Colchester returns shows most
of the workers to be very
young. Three were in their
teens, 17 in their 20s and II in
their 30s. Only four were in
their 40s, none in their 50s, and,
perhaps surprisingly, two in
their 60s.
The most important data not
revealed by the 1870 census
returns are the marital status of
the workmen. A quick perusal
of the pages seems to indicate
there were neither women nor
children with the men in the
camps. The listings show none
of the usual husband-wife
listings one above the other,
and followed by listings of

children or other people living
in a household.
The discovery of the listings
suggests an opportunity for a
thorough study of the presence
of Irish railroad workers in
Connecticut.
An analysis of the 10 or so
communities along the Airline
Route could provide all kinds of
data about that aspect in the
overall picture of Irish
immigration to Connecticut:
names, ages and numbers of
workers, exact locations of
construction camps, instances
where workers resided In
boardinghouses rather than
camps, instances where various
jobs are listed within the overall
category of railroad workers.
The census data might be
supplemented
with
contemporary accounts of the
progress of the work.
In the 1860s and 1870s,
there were newspapers in most
of the communities along the
route. It seems likely that they
devoted some coverage to the
important
industrial
development project going on
in their towns.
Some of the newspaper
coverage may have been about
the business arrangements for
the construction. But some
newspapers may have carried
stories about the large camps in
their midst.

Julianne Derken, a COImecticut master gardener and a
consultant for the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut,
has agreed to help us organize this new part of our exhibit
for the festival. Derken says she is intrigued with the
project. "When I went to Ireland I loved the gardens and
thought that I might return just for a flower tour." She also
is interested because of her own Irish heritage. She is
named for her two grandmothers - Cora Anne O'Donnell
and Julia Ryan - both of whom emigrated from Ireland in
the 19th century.
Ireland, she says, is an ideal location
for growing flowers. 11 is warmed by
the Gulf Stream and it receives a lot of
precipitation. Its climate, she points
out, is similar to the Pacific Northwest in
North America and similar types of
flowers can be grown in both
regions. On the other hand, care
must be used in selecting Irish
flowcrs for cultivation in
Connecticut because the soil
here is acidic while that in
Ireland has more lime. Plans
for the festival include
displaying flowers that
are
suitable
for
cultivation both in Ireland
and Connecticut, distribution of handouts
with information about gardening in Ireland
and a demonstration of how to prepare a window box or
container garden filled with Irish flowers that will flourish
here.
To qualitY for master gardener certification, Derken
completed a rigorous 16-week program administered by the
University of Connecticut and the Connecticut Cooperative
Extension Service. Students in the program attend one full
day per week. They study such aspects of horticulture as
plants and the environment, soils, botany, plant disease and
pesticides. They also are required to complete 60 hours of
volunteer service with the Extension Service or In
completion of a community project.
Love of gardening runs in her family, according to
Derken. Four family members are also master gardeners.
Derken says she comes by her passion for it by way of a
grandfather who grew up on a farm in Ohio and maintained
a garden when the family moved to Chicago.
Any members who would like to get involved with the
flower project at the festival, or volunteer to help set up and
staff the ClAHS booth should contact Pat Heslin, (203)
248-6050.
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Irish officer from Middletown rose up through the ranks
Steadfast during the long years ofthe French and Indian War,
Hierlihy remainedfaithful to the king in the Revolution
Editor's note: This is one of a series
ofarticles being published during the
250th commemoration of the French
and Indian War abour Connecticut
Irish people involved in the conjlict.

W

hen 19-year-old Timothy
Hierlihy stepped off the
boat in America in 1753, he had
two things going for him.
"He possessed
some
education," wrote his biographer
C.M. MacGillivray, "and wrote a
neat hand, a qualification for
success more important in those
days than it is now."

Ancient Irish clan
Born in Ireland in 1734,
Hierlihy descended from an
ancient Gaelic clan which
controlled ecclesiastical lands.
The O'Hierlihys were prominent
in the southwest of Ireland in
counties Cork, Limerick and
Kerry.
Hierlihy may have been one
of the many poor Irish who
negotiated a deal to get
themselves across the Atlantic as
redemptioners. In return for
payment of their passage,
redemptioners agreed to serve as
indentured servants for a
specified period of time.
In any event, Hierlihy settled
in Middletown on
the
Connecticut River just at the
beginning of a crucial era in
colonial history. Three years
later, the colonies became
embroiled in the Seven Years
War, whose American phase is
known as the French and Indian
War. And 20 years after that, the
13 colonies rebelled against the
mother country.
Hierlihy entered the ranks at
the very beginning of that era. In
1755, the British were

determined to use force to halt
French expansion from Quebec
along Lake Champlain and in the
Ohio River Valley. In one prong
of their offensive for that
summer, they planned to have
Irish native Sir William Johnson
lead a mixed regular army and
colonial force to capture the
French stronghold of Crown
Point near the junction of Lake
Champlain and Lake George.
On April 26, 1755, Hierlihy
enlisted in the 2nd Connecticut
Regiment which was to take part
in that attack. His education and
neat hand served him well for he
was promptly appointed a
company clerk.

started until the end of August.
Hierlihy was with his
regiment on Sept. 6 when a
French force ambushed a British
patrol setting off a general battle
near what is today the town of
Fort George. Johnson's forces
drove off the attackers and the
French commander, Baron
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Marriage and fatherhood
Before leaving for the
campaign on Lake Champlain,
Hierlihy took care of another bit
of business. He married his
sweetheart, Elizabeth Wetmore,
in Christ Episcopal Church in
Middletown. The daughter of a
prominent militia officer, Capt.
Caleb Wetmore, Elizabeth gave
birth to their first child, Timothy
William, two months later. The
early birth was in keeping with
the common custom of the time,
which suggests that sexual mores
remain fairly constant down
through the centuries.
Delays and disasters were the
hallmarks of the 1755 British
campaign. Gen. Braddock not
only failed to take Fort Duquesne
at the site of modem-day
Pittsburgh, but was ambushed
and had his force all but wiped
oul.

A proposed march on Fort
Niagara was called off, and
Johnson's expedition against
Crown Point did not even get

Dieskau, was wounded and taken
prisoner.
Shortly after the battle,
HierJihy was commissioned an
ensign. The commission that
lifted him from the ranks of
enlisted men might have been
given him for anyone, or all, of
several reasons.
He may have performed
particularly weli during the
campaign or the battle. His in
law relationship to one of the
Connecticut militia leaders may
have helped. Or, the promotion
may have been contingent on his
decision to remain as part of the
garrison on the frontier during
the winter months rather than
return home to Middletown with

the other colonial troops.
During the winter, he served
as adjutant to Col. Jonathan
Bagley, the commanding officer
at Fort Edward. In the spring
1756, he was commissioned a
second lieutenant. That summer
led to more disasters for the
British. Both Fort Oswego on
Lake Ontario and Fort
William Henry on
Lake George were
captured
by
the
French.
Fort Edward, where
Hierlihy
and
his
regiment
were
stationed, was only 14
miles
from
Fort
William Henry, but
when
the
French
descended upon the
latter in August, the
commander at Fort
Edward
made
no
effort to go to its
rescue.
When the colonial
troopers' enlistments
expired that autumn, Hierlihy
returned to Connecticut to a 38
acre farm he had acquired in the
parish of Middlefield, adjoining
land owned by the Wetmore
family.

Back to war
In spring of 1758, he donned
his uniform once again, but this
time with the rank of captain and
as commander of a company in
the First Connecticut Regiment
commanded by Col.
Phineas
Lyman. The mixed colonial and
regular British army was doomed
to one last disaster. FOri
Ticonderoga was the objective of
the campaign and could have
been taken had the British
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commander Gen. Abercrombie
been content to invest it and
starve the French out.
Instead, he rushed his
splendid army into a hurried
assault even before his heavy
artillery had been brought up.
The result was a daylong
massacre in which the British
launched seven futile attacks
and lost 2,000 men killed.
Abercrombie quickly took his
army back down Lake George
and that was the end of
campaigning for Hierlihy and
his men that year.

Capture of Ticonderoga
Left In command of a
company and given the acting
rank of brigade major, Hierlihy
was with the army commanded
by Gen. Amherst that finally
captured Ticonderoga in 1759.
When Amherst began siege
operations, the French simply
blew up the fort and departed.
By the following year, the
pendulum had swung to the
British. Hierl ihy served again,
but this time his Connecticut
regiment marched unopposed far
to the north to Isle-aux-Noix at
the northern end of Lake
Champlain.
Capturing that outpost, they
moved on and were at the
capitu lation of Montreal, the last
stronghold in French Canada.
The successful conclusion of
the war against France did not,
however, end Hierlihy's military
career.
In a new phase of the global
conflict, British regulars and
colonial militiamen were
assembled in the spring of 1762
for an assault on Spanish
possessions in the West Indies.
Gen. Lyman was placed in
charge of a 3,000 man colonial
brigade,
which
would
complement 12,000 British
regulars in an assault on
Havana.

Hierlihy was to command
one Connecticut company and
was also appointed major of the
entire colonial brigade.
The brigade arrived In
Havana at the end of July and
was soon decimated by sickness
as well as by Spanish resistance.
In the end, Havana was taken,
but 1,000 soldiers of the
combined force were killed in
action and 5,000 died from
diseases.
Hierlihy was
confirmed in his rank of major
for his effective work during the
campaign. The troops retumed
to Connecticut in November.
The following year the
Connecticut veterans formed a
"Company of Military
Adventurers for Obtaining a
Grant of Land Sufficient for a
Government in Some of the
Conquered Lands in America."
Hierlihy played an active role in
the group and was clerk at a
meeting held in Hartford to
formulate a lobbying campaign
for land grants.
In 1767, Hierlihy, who by
then had seven children,
purchased another 70 acres of
land in Middlefield, as well as
100 acres in Massachusetts.
And in 1774, he petitioned the
governor of West Florida for a
grant of 3,000 acres on the
Mississippi River in Louisiana
in payment for his wartime
services.
The request finally was
approved in 1776, but by that
time Hierlihy's situation had
changed drastically. His
loyalties remained with England
in the developing rift between
the mother country and its
colonies.
For the fi rst year of
hostilities, he simply remained
on his farm, but in July 1776 he
left his family in Middlefield
and went to Long Island to
recruit men to fight the
American rebels. He was

awarded a commission as a
major.
In 1778, Elizabeth Hierlihy
petitioned the General Assembly
to be allowed to leave
Connecticut. She pleaded that
the children "thro' the
tenderness of their age are
unable to contribute by their
Labor to their Maintenance,"
and that she was without any
means "to support them in
Decency and Comfort, whereby
she hath been reduced to great
Straits."
She humbly prayed that the
legislature would "take her own
and her family's distressed
circumstances into your
Compassionate consideration
and graciously be pleascd to
grant permission to her with her
Family to go to New York to her
Husband and their Father ... "
The petition was first denied,
then granted, but in practice the
family was forced to wait four
more years before fleeing.
At nearly the same time as
Elizabeth was filing the petition,
Hierlihy himself was ordered to
sail with his troops from New
York to Halifax.
Having arrived there, they
were sent off to protect coal
mines on the Spanish River from
attacks by American privateers.
Hierlihy later reported that his
troops were "digging and
preparing coals to load
transports which were
continually sent to take them
away, fortifying a post
absolutely necessary for the
protection of the people
employed in the mines, and so
save the bank being burned in
case of an attack. Without losing
a man, beat off many piratical
attacks, killed some and took
others prisoners whom I sent to
Halifax, and was fortunate
enough to restore to the Loyal
Inhabitants around me some
valuable property which the

Rebels had plundered, besides
retaking two vessels which they
had shortly before made prizes

of."
Hierlihy stayed In the
Canadian colonies for the rest of
the war and eventually was
promoted to lieutenant-colonel
and given command of a new
regiment, the Royal Nova Scotia
Volunteers.
Elizabeth and the children
remained virtual prisoners in
Connecticut until 1782 when
permission was finally given for
a British ship to sail into New
Haven Harbor under a flag of
truce and bring away a number
of loyalist sympathizers
including the Hierlihy family.
Aftcr the war, Hierlihy's
property in Connecticut and
Massachusetts was confiscated,
but the British government
awarded him and his men lands
in Nova Scotia, as recompense
for their services and their
losses.

Land grants in Nova Scotia
Hierlihy received the largest
grant, 1,600 acres. The troops
who had served under him
received lesser grants, in the
town of Antigonish. Many of
them had Irish-sounding names:
Murphy, McColla, McMullin,
Mahoney, Connell and Grady,
although in most cases they
probably were not refugees from
Connecticut. Only one of
Hierlihy's large family remained
in Connecticut. His daughter
Susannah married Amos
Burnham of Kensington. They
named one of their sons
Timothy after his Irish
grandfather. Hierlihy prospered
in Nova Scotia and died in
Antigonish in 1797.
Sources: "Timothy Hierlihy and His
Times. " by Charles 1. MacGillivray.
"Major Stayed Loyal to British
Crown," by Diana Ross McCain,
Hartford Courant, Sept. 16, 1999.
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Monument at Vicksburg

Flag-raising ceremonies April 29

he campaign to rais~ a monument at the National Military
Park at VIcksburg m honor of the service there of the
Connecticut 9th Volunteers during the Civil War continues to move
steadily toward a successful conclusion.
Notification of several important approvals was received in mid
March by Bob Larkin, chairman of the committee working on the
project. Larkin was notified of the required Section 1067 approval
from the National Park Service regional office in Atlanta, Ga. The
same office has completed its review of the proposed design and
inscription and forwarded those items for final review by the U.S.
secreta.ry of the interior. Also, the Louisiana State Historic
Preservation Office has given the project its stamp of approval.
The 9th Volunteers, Connecticut's Irish regiment, served at
Vicksburg during the unsuccessful attempt to dig a canal to bypass
the Confederate stronghold in the summer of 1862.

T

T

he annual ceremonies on the Green in New Haven in honor
of the Easter Rebellion in Ireland in 1916 will be held this
year on April 29.
The Irish flag will be raised over the Green at 9 a.m. and that
ceremony will be followed by the celebration of Mass.
Irish breakfast will be served at The Playwright Restaurant, 144
Temple St., after the ceremonies.
The breakfast is a benefit for the New Haven St. Patrick's Day
parade. Tickets, at $10 per person in advance or $12 at the door,
may be purchased by contacting Mama McKeown, (203) 288
1145, or at the Playwright and at the Irish-American Community
Center in East Haven.
The annual flag-raising to memorialize the Easter Rebellion
was initiated by Mike Lynch, one of the founders of the
Connecticut Irish-American Historical Society.
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with the past;
we have handed
a tradition
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Much joy in Mudville
Welcome to an exhibit
celebrating
the 150-year love affair
between the lrish of Connecticut
and the game of baseball

May 20 to September 14, 2007

The Ethnic Heritage Center
270 fitch Street
New Haven, Connecticut
on the campus
of Southern Connecticut State University

Opening Day - May 20, 2007

A few thoughts about "Much joy in Mudville"
It is no accident that in the
most famous poem ever
written about baseball, the
main character is an Irishman
named Casey. Nor is it an
accident that of the other four
players named in the poem,
Flynn and Cooney are
certainly Irish, and Blake
possibly is also.

COVER Pl CTURE
Pitcher Frank "Red" Donahue of
Waterbury was typical of the
Irish who helped make baseball
America's national game.
Beginning in 1886, his 20-year
career took him to
Lowell,
Mass., Allentown, Pa., Grand Rapids, Mich.,
Rochester, N.Y., and major league teams in St.
Louis, Philadelphia, Cleveland and Detroit. He
"twirled many a sensational game," coached at
Villanova and Yale, and was remembered as "one
of the headliners of the baseball stage."

That at least three of the
five characters are Irish
accurately reflects the
baseball world that the poet,
Ernest L. Thayer, saw in the
1880s when he wrote "Casey
at the Bat." Two realities of that world were that many,
if not most, players were Irish, and that Irish players
generally were talented and exciting.
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Casey exemplifies that. He was a "mighty" slugger,
says Thayer, with "ease" and "pride" in his manner, a
star who tickled the fans, a cocky competitor who turned
the game into high theater. He was memorable even
when he failed, his swing of such historic proportions
that it lived on forever in the folklore of the game.
If there was no joy in Mudville on the day when Casey
whiffed, the truth is that there was much joy in
Mudvilles across the nation whenever and wherever
Irishmen like him played the game. For in victory and
defeat, in moments of triumph and failure, the Irish
played the game with an infectious enthusiasm and
exuberance as well as considerable skill. They thrived
on the athleticism, the sociability and competition of
baseball. And they found in it opportunities for
THANK You

PICTIJRE CREDITS

Many CTIAHS members, as well as non-members,
have generously contributed pictures, clippings,
recollections, time and energy to this newslener
and our exhibit. At the risk of forgelling some and
with apologies for omissions, lhey include: Pat
Heslin, George Waldron, Maureen Delahunt, Paul
Keroaek, Tom Slater, Jim McCabe, Finbarr
Moynihan, Ann Newhall, Greg Miller, Edward
Flynn, Jr., Edward Cullen, Kathy Kraffmiller,
Edward and Mary Clifford, Bob Barton, Susan
Brosnan, David Arcidiacono, Carol O'Day, Cliff
MeCanby, Mary Wilkowski, John Wiehn, John
Quinn, John Boyle, Joan Cavanagh, Bob u.rkin,
Bridge. Mariano, Michael Shea, Karen Lesiak,
Joan Joyce, Patricia Watson, Zoe Ann StollZ,
Martin u.wlor, Sharon u.ss Field, Elaine Jones
Hayes, Bill and Bob Dowling, Jack Hurley,
Claudette Burke, Bill Francis, Peler Knapp,
Cormac Ecklof, Mark McEachern, Ann Fariss,
Ken Marder, Mark Savolis, Wendy Gulley, Susan
Tracy, Ray Shaw, Frank Gregory, Philip Keane,
Brian Sheehy, Ann Rutherford, Jim Wigren.
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economic advancement
and community acceptance
that often were denied
them in other endeavors.

But it was not a one-way
street, for the Irish gave
back to baseball in equal
measure as they received
from it. They excelled not
only on the field, but as
managers, team owners
and league executives,
umpires and fans. They
brought to the game a
spirit of playfulness that
was an important factor in
transforming it from a stiff and stodgy pastime for the
well-to-do into the game of choice of the masses. In
large measure, it was through Irish influence that
baseball became the game of laborers and teamsters,
firefighters and policemen, schoolboys and schoolgirls,
butchers and bartenders, young women factory workers
and soldiers at lonely frontier outposts.

Our exhibit is a celebration of the all that: the "much
joy" that Irish men and women have given to baseball
and gotten back from it for ISO years in Mudvilles, large
and small, in our state. Hopefully, it is also a reminder
that the contributions of ethnic groups to the history of
our nation are measured not only in major events on a
national stage, but on sandlots and neighborhood streets
and wherever newcomers gather and begin to enrich and
be enriched by the American experience.

James O'Rourke  Baseball Hall of Fame
Tim Murnane  Baseball Hall of Fame
SIMS  New Haven Register, Aug. 27, 1875
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Robert Ferguson _ .. Baseball Hall of Fame
Stephen Brady· Baseball Hall of Fame
Roger Connor  . Bridgeport Herald
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Father McGivney  Knights of COlumbus
Marty Lyons  Bridgeport Sunday Post
Connie Mack - Baseball Hall of Fame
Dan Murphy  Baseball Hall of Fame
Page 6
Ned Hanlon - Baseball Hall of Fame
Jack Barry  Baseball Hall of Fame
Bill Gannon  Edward Cullen
Page 7
Thomas Lynch  Hartford Courant, Dec. 20, 1909
Johnny Moore  Baseball Hall of Fame
Ed Walsh  Baseball Hall of Fame
Joe Dugan  Baseball Hall of Fame

-Neil Hogan
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Murray brothers - MonUlna Historical SocIety
Frank McGowan  Baseball Hall of Fame
Sl. Mary's  Hartford Courant, Sept. 23,1919
Fr. Shanley  New Haven Register, April 7, 2006

Page9
West Haven Twilight  Edward Flynn, Jr.
St. Pe.er's  New Haven Register, July 3, 1938
Joan Joyce -Softball Hall of Fame
Pat Duffiey  Softball Hall of Fame
Page 10
Johnny Spillane  Baseball Hall of Fame
Ray Hartmann-N. Haven Register, Ap. 28,2002
Bill Dowling- New BriUlin Rock Cats
Tim Teufel- Baseball Hall of Fame

~
Linle League -Conn. Post, Aug. 27,1989
Fay Vincent  Baseball Hall of Fame
Dave Wallacc  Baseball Hall of Fame
Jim Sheehan  Sheehan family
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Cormac Eeklof 

Irish National Baseball Team

SOUTH1NGTON SHAMROCKS

Connecticut's first lrish team
The first baseball team
in Connecticut with an
Irish name and an all-Irish
lineup seems to have been
the Shamrocks, whose
box score was printed in
the
Meriden
Literary
Recorder on Oct. 24,
1866. The team
likely
was organized by farm
and factory laborers from
Southington and
its
neighboring towns. The
story at right says both
teams
had
"crack
players," but the 57-31
score suggests the Irish
lads needed some more
practice.

JAMES O'ROURKE

Hall offamer got start in Bridgeport
Also in 1866, young men in East
Bridgeport organized another a1l
Irish team, and named it for the
street where most of them lived:
Pembroke Street. The Pembrokes'
left fielder, James H. O'Rourke,
became one of the superstars of
the 19th century. He played in the
majors for 20 years and enrolled
James 0 'Rourke
in the Yale Law School in the off
season. After his career in the majors, he practiced law in
Bridgeport and managed that city's team in the Connecticut
League. Nicknamed "Orator" for his eloquence with the
spoken word both on and off the field, O'Rourke was
elected to the Hall of Fame in 1945.

MJDDl.ETOWN MANSAElDS

State's first professional team
Named for a Civil War general, the Middletown
Mansfields were Connecticut's first professional baseball
team. In 1872, the Mansfields joined the National
Association and played teams like the New York Mutuals,
Philadelphia Athletics and Boston Red Stockings. Four
members of the Mansfields' starting lineup that season were

Irish: catcher James O'Rourke of
Bridgeport hit .307; first baseman
Tim Murnane of Naugatuck, .359;
center fielder Frank McCarton of
New York City, .329; left fielder
Jim Tipper of Middletown, .277.
Other Irish players who turned up on
the Mansfields roster from 1866
when the team was organized
included: Frank Mooney, M.
Murphy, Brady, 1. Shay, Mike
Dorgan, William Kelly, Carrigan,
Cassidy, and Dailey.
Tim Murnane

ELM

On CLUB

More lrish join professional ranks
In 1875, New Haven got its first professional baseball
team, the Elm City Nine, which also played in the National
Association. The team had a number of Irish players:
Philadelphians Johnny Ryan, left field, and Tim McGinley,
catcher; John McKelvey, right field, of Rochester, N.Y.; Jim
Tipper, from the Mansfields; at shortstop George Wright,
whose father was a champion cricketeer, born in England,
and whose mother
ft'.lIL
was Irish. Even as pro
teams proliferated in
the state, so too did
1
I
amateur
baseball
o
1
grow. This box score
o 0
from 1875 reveals
18 I 11
that another almost
o .. l. II.
all-Irish team, the
.ll-I
~
~ II 1 I
Stars, was active in
New Haven in the
... ..
same year that the
........ "
f ItO
Elm City professional
......... , "
"
1 0 1$ 0
nine made its debut.
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CATCHER MURPHY

A dangerous place to be
In the early years of baseball, catchers wore neither gloves,
masks, chest protectors nor shin guards. Needless to say,
they frequently were injured and even maimed. A newspaper
reported in September 1877 that both an Irish catcher and
his replacement were all but put out of action in a game
between Wallingford and Durham. "In the 7th inning," said
the paper, "Murphy was hit in the eye and gave up catching
... Merrial1\ coming behind the bat in the 8th inning, also
received a foul tip in the face, which obliged him to give up
playing, being unable to stand up for some time."
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DARK BLUES

Hartford was in National league in 1876

4

In 1876, Hartford was granted
a franchise in the first season of
the National League. The team
was named the Dark Blues from
the color of its stockings.
Chosen to manage the Dark
Blues was a famous Brooklyn
ballplayer, Robert Ferguson.
The son of Irish immigrants,
Ferguson had a reputation as a
great third baseman, a strong
leader and a foe of gamblers.
The Dark Blues ace pitcher was
another Brooklyn Irish
American, Tommy Bond, who
won 31 games in 1876, and
went on to win 40, 40 and 43
games with Boston in 1877,
1878 and 1879.

without an error." In 1884, two New Haven boxers, Tommy
Donahue and Tommy Sweeney, were involved in a famous
incident. Donahue, who played baseball in Nova Scotia, and
Sweeney, who ran a tavern in New Haven and sponsored a
baseball team, chanced to meet at a game in Hamilton Park
in 1884. They exchanged words, then squared off. The ball
game came to a halt, the fans gathered around the fighters
and Sweeney and Donahue went at it. Sweeney not only lost
the match, but was fined $20 for starting the argument.

ROGER CONNOR

Home run king before Babe Ruth

Robert Ferguson

STEPHEN BRADY

learned baseball on Hartford sandlot
One Dark Blues player, Stephen
Brady, learned his baseball with his
brothers Thomas, Edward and John
in the 1860s on the sandlot across
from their home on Ward Street in
Hartford. Stephen was an infielder
and outfielder for professional teams
in Providence, Springfield and
Rochester before becoming captain
of the famous New York
Stephen Brady
Metropolitans. Tom was one of the
best amateur pitchers in Connecticut. Later, the brothers
were partners in manufacturing mineral waters and soft
drinks in Hartford.
"

GENTlEMAN 11M CORBElT

Boxers and ballplayers mingled
Irish athletes often were involved in both baseball and
boxing in the 19th century. After he knocked out John L.
Sullivan in 1892 to become heavyweight champion, Jim
Corbett barnstormed playing first base with minor league
teams, including Hartford, Meriden, Derby and Bridgeport
in the Connecticut League. "Corbett surprised everyone by
his good work," reported one newspaper. "He made two of
Meriden's four runs, got a fine hit and accepted 15 chances

Roger Connor was the first slugger to hit a baseball out of
the Polo Grounds in New York City. He was so worshipped
by Giants' fans that the New York Fire Department named
one of its horses after him. Connor, a son of Irish
immigrants, began his career in his
hometown with the
Waterbury
Monitors in 1876. In 1880, he signed
with the Troy Haymakers of tht:\
National League. In 18 years in the
major leagues, he hit 138 home runs, a
total that stood as the major league, /.::~.J~~>/J~~~~'
~
record until 1931 when none other .
than Babe Ruth surpassed it.
/
Connor also hit 441 doubles J'~U:s:;~~~~~
and 233 triples, and stole 244 I
bases, no small feat for a lad',
who weighed 230 pounds and '
stood 6 feet 3 inches tall. Like
Roger Connor
many other stars, he managed in the Connecticut League
when his playing days were over. Connor was elected to the
Hall of Fame in 1976.
CPL fRANC1S lAWLOR

New Havener played at Montana fort
Among pioneer teams that popularized baseball in the
West was one organized by troopers of General Custer's 7th
Cavalry. Custer's outfit was filled with Irish recruits and so
was its baseball team. When formed in 1876, the president
of the team was Patrick Connally and the roster included
Peter McCort, James H. Curley and Joseph McCurry. After
Custer's Last Stand, the regiment was reconstituted and
stationed at Fort Keogh in Montana. The fort was named for
Custer's adjutant, Irishman Miles Keogh, who was killed at
Little Big Hom. A New Haven native, Cpt. John Francis
Lawlor played on the team at Fort Keogh in the 1880s
1890s. The troopers took on teams from other posts on the
frontier and civilian teams from Miles City. Lawlor returned
to New Haven and joined the police force.

CONNIE MACK

fATHER MCGIVNEY

K. of C. founder played at Niagara

Career began in Meriden

Father Michael McGivney, who was the founder of the
Knights of Columbus, also was one of Connecticut's early
Irish baseball players. McGivney was born in Waterbury in
1852, to immigrant parents, Patrick
and Mary Lynch McGivney. In May
1872, while at Niagara University
studying for the priesthood, he and
other Connecticut students organized a
Charter Oaks team. The lineup
included: Hanlon, first base; DonLevy,
right field; Ring, shortstop;
Fa/her McGivney McGivney, left field; Pope, catcher;
Growney, center field; Welch, third base; Splain, pitcher;
and O'Grady, second base. Their first game, against another
seminary team, the Mohawks, was called after five innings
with the Charter Oaks leading 23-6.

In 1884, the Meriden team in the new, ......_ - - -....
Connecticut League hired a 22-year-old
catcher who had already been rejected as
too tall and thin by several other
professional teams. His name was
Connie Mack and he was working in a
shoe factory in East Brookfield, Mass.
Mack quickly won the hearts of Meriden
fans and the attention of major league
scouts. In 1886, he went to the big
leagues with the Washington Nationals,
Connie Mack
beginning the longest career anyone ever
had in baseball. He played for 11 years, then managed and
owned the Philadelphia Athletics for 53 years, including
eight World Series. In 1947, Mack returned for a
homecoming celebration in the town where it all began and
thanked Meriden for giving him his start in baseball.

DAN O'NEil
DAN MURPHY

Unionville lad made good
A native of Tralee, Dan O'Neil was only five years old
when his family settled in the Unionville section of
Farmington. He began his baseball career as a catcher with
the hometown Tunxis team, but word of his talent spread,
and the Sharps team of Holyoke, Mass., asked that he come
up to catch a game for them. O'Neil did so well that the
Sharps invited him back. Finally, at the end of the season,
the Unionville correspondent of the Bristol Press reported
wistfully, "Dannie O'Neil, our Base Ball catcher, has left us
and gone to Holyoke to live." O'Neil went on to a long
career in professional ball. He played just seven games with
St. Louis in 1893, but played, managed and owned clubs in
the Connecticut League and Eastern League. He died In
1926 after 10 years as president of the Eastern League.

Norwich girl bewitched him
It is said that when the New York Giants

wanted to sign him in 1900, Danny
Murphy balked because he could not
stand to be parted from his sweetheart
who lived in the Kerry neighborhood of
Norwich. He finally did sign, but, after a
series in Boston, he went AWOL back to
his girl in Norwich. When he got his
love life straightened out, Murphy was
Danny Murphy
steady as a rock during 16 years as a
second baseman and outfielder for the Giants and
Philadelphia Athletics.

MAITY MclNTYRE
MARTY lYONS

Stonington native feuded with Cobb

$25 a game on weekends
Stratford native Marty Lyons
was a highly rated pitcher who
chose semi-pro rather than pro
baseball. Making good money
doing piece work in Bridgeport
factories, he hired out in the early
1900s to pitch in area towns on
weekends. He was paid $25 per
game while his salary as a pro in
the Connecticut League would
have been only $15 per week.
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Marty Lyons
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When Ty Cobb came up with Detroit in 1905, Stonington
native Matthew "Matty" McIntyre was already a regular in
the Tigers outfield. McIntyre was one of a number of Tiger
regulars who gave the brash young Cobb the cold shoulder,
an attitude that Cobb returned in spades. During his 10-year
career, McIntyre played in Detroit from 1904 to 1910
including the 1908 and 1909 World Series when the Tigers
lost to Chicago and Pittsburgh. He finished his career in the
1911 and 1912 seasons with the Chicago White Sox, happy
to get away from Cobb. He later managed in the Pacific
Coast League, the Lincoln, Neb., franchise in the Western
League, and the Mobile, Ala., team in the Southern League.

5

NED HANLON

Montville managerial genius

Ned Hanlon, center, went out afhis way to help young players.

6

The hit-and-run, the squeeze play, place hitting and spring
training are among the contributions of Hall of Farner Ned
Hanlon to baseball. Born of Irish immigrant parents in
Montville in 1857, Hanlon played 13 years in the major
leagues. He was known for his superb defense as an
outfielder and his aggressiveness on the bases. [n 1889, he
began a 19-year career as a manager. From 1894 to 1900,
his Baltimore and Brooklyn teams won five pennants.
Having gotten little help from veterans and managers when
he started, Hanlon went out of his way to welcome, train
and assist young players. "[n some ways," wrote one
biographer, "Hanlon created the position of manager as we
know it today. He was the first general manager to build a
team through savvy trading. And he left behind a legacy
that influenced great managers well into the 20th century."

COLCHESTER COLLEENS

Girls came to play, but boys just whined
The Middletown Penny Press gave this interesting
account of a game in Colchester in June 1901: p;[[[[[I;p
["One of the most interesting ball games here this season
was played Thursday afternoon between the boys and girls
of the Dublin school. Miss Mollie Slater, captain, and Miss
Katie Shea, manager of the girls, had their team in good
practice and they played well. Miss Katie O'Connell
pitched the ball and struck out a number of the boys who
think they are the coming ballplayers and no doubt but what
they will be if they have good luck. John Cavanaugh was
manager and Morris Tynan, captain for the boys. The game
was played on the grounds near the Catholic church and a
large number of children and grown people were present to
witness the defeat of the boys which they had to give in to.
John Brennan umpired the game. Although there were a
number of close decisions, he did as he thought best. The
boys made several kicks on his decisions and thought he
favored the girls, but the game was close and the girls came
out victorious. The Rev. Father May treated the young
players to refreshments after the game. The features of the
game were the base running of the girls and the kicking of
the boys. The score of the innings was as follows:
Girls 7 3 3 0 2 2 2 3 I
Boys 2 0 8 3 0 I I I 2

23
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BILL GANNON

Long career took him to many cities
JACK BARRY

Star infielder and college coach
Jack Barry learned his baseball in Meriden where his
father was a storekeeper. He spent two years at Holy Cross
College, then signed a contract
offered by Connie Mack of the
Philadelphia Athletics. Barry was the
shortstop of the A's famous
"$100,000 infield" and played in the
World Series in 1910, 1911, 1913
and 1914. He was traded in 1915 and
helped the Red Sox win the pennant
and the World Series against the
Philadelphia Phillies, In 1917, Barry
Jack Barty
succeeded Bill Carrigan as Red Sox
manager. Then, after a year in the Navy during World War
I, he closed out his professional career in 1919, and
returned to Holy Cross as baseball coach. He held that
position for 40 years until his death in 1961.

In an era when there were many
minor leagues and the caliber of
play was not much below that of the
majors, William Gannon, a native of
New Haven, had a long and
successful baseball career that took
him the length and breadth of the
country. A pitcher and outfielder,
Gannon first signed a professional
Bill Gannon
contract with Northampton, Mass.,
in 1893. He made two brief appearances in the National
League: pitching one game with St. Louis in 1898; playing
outfield in 15 games with Chicago in 190 I. His career
included other stops in his hometown, New Haven, and at
Portland, Maine; Lyons, Canandaigua and Cortland, N.Y.;
Louisville, Ky.; Memphis, Tenn.; Los Angeles, Calif.;
Altoona, Pa.; and Albany, N.Y., where his playing days
ended in 1907. In later years, he settled in Texas where he
umpired both in professional and amateur leagues until his
death in Fort Worth in 1927.

I

THOMAS J. lYNCH

BIG ED WAlSH

National League president

Hall of Famer retired to Meriden

When the National League was looking for a president
who would safeguard the integrity of baseball, it turned to a
New Britain Irishman, Thomas 1. Lynch. Born in 1859,
Lynch was a catcher on amateur teams in his
hometown before beginning a career in
umpiring with the New England League
in 1884. He soon earned the title "king
of the umpires," and was appointed a
National League umpire in 1886. One
sportswriter said Lynch's outstanding
traits were "backbone and moral
courage." Appointed league president in
1910, he displayed those traits by
disciplining owners as well as players Thomas 1. Lynch
and managers when they got out of line. In the end his
honesty and integrity cost him his job. He was replaced after
just four years by owners who wanted someone more pliant
running the league.

Edward Arthur Walsh was born in the Pennsylvania coal
fields, the son of a father from County Mayo and a mother
from Wales. He came to Meriden to pitch for the city's
Connecticut League team in 1902, and quickly fell
in love with Rosemary Carney who
sold ,ice cream at Hanover Park
where the team played. Walsh went
to the Chicago White Sox in 1904 and
for 13 years was a dominating
pitcher. He had an amazing career
earned run average of just 1.82, a
mark that has never been equaled
since. He won two games in the
1906 World Series against the Cubs.
Twice in his career he pitched both ends
of doubleheaders and allowed opponents
only one run in total. He was famed for his spit
ball, a pitch that was legal in that era.
After completing his final season with the
Ed Walsh
Boston Braves in 1917, Walsh retired to
Meriden, the town where he started out. He worked for the
city water department and became the pro at the Meriden
Municipal Golf Club. His son Robert played ball at Notre
Dame; his son Ed Jr. pitched for the White Sox for four
years in the 1920s and 1930s.

SUNDAY BASEBALL

lrish mayor arrested for allowing it
Like most immigrants, who worked six days a week, the
Irish favored Sunday baseball. Yet, as late as the 1920s it
was still outlawed in Connecticut and many ministers were
determined to keep the ban in effect. Opponents went so far
as to arrest Ansonia's Irish-American mayor, John C. Mead,
when an exhibition game between the St. Louis Nationals
and the Ansonia Elks was played in that town on Aug. 6,
1922.. ,1ead was chairman of the committee which invited
the major league team to Ansonia. The charges were dropped
when no one would come forward to testify.

JOHNNY MOORE

He chased Ruth's legendary shot

Johnny Moore

A slugging major league outfielder
himself, Johnny Moore had a role in one
of baseball's legendary events. A native
of Waterbury, Moore was in center field
for the Chicago Cubs in the third game of
the 1932 World Series when Babe Ruth
supposedly pointed at and then hit a
home run into the bleachers. Moore later
said, "[ ran as far as I could to the fence."
Moore spent 10 years with the Cubs, Reds
and Phillies. His most productive years
were from 1934 through 1937 when he
hit .330, .323, .328 and .319 for
Philadelphia.

JUMPING JOE DUGAN

Philly fans drove him to Yankee fame
In 1917, Joe Dugan left Holy
Cross College to join the
Philadelphia Athletics, a team that
never budged from the American
League cellar in that era.
Philadelphia fans took out their
frustrations on the young third
baseman who hit under .200 in his
first two years. When he could
stand the jeers no longer, Dugan
would periodically come back to
Joe Dugan
his home in New Haven for some
R&R. A Philadelphia sportswriter chided him as "Jumping
Joe," and the nickname stuck. By the time Dugan ended up
with the Yankees in 1922, however, he was one of the best
third basemen in the league, a valuable addition to a team
that won five pennants in the ] 920s. Dugan always joked
about being a .280 hitter with a team whose lineup was
known as "Murderers' Row." He claimed that he was once
fined for breaking up a rally when he got a single after five
teammates before him hit doubles, triples and a home run.
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MURRAY BROTIlERS

Norwich lrishmen flew to Wyoming

8

Natives of Norwich, Jim Murray, and his brother Ed,
played baseball at Trinity College in Hartford. A pilot in
World War I, Jim, in pilot's gear in the picture, was picked
by the U.S. Post Office to fly the first transcontinental
airmail into Cheyenne, Wyo., in 1920. Both Murray brothers
settled in Cheyenne. Jim was shortstop and Ed, third
baseman, on the best semi-pro team in the West, the
Cheyenne Indians. The team defeated a Denver nine to win
the Little World Series in Denver in 1923.

fRANK MCGOWAN

lnternational League Hall of Fame
Frank McGowan of Branford was a good ~~~~~
major league player and a great minor
league player. Outfielder McGowan began '
his 20-year professional career with New lao......,.. .
Haven in 1920. He had his best season 17
year later when he led the Buffalo Bisons to
an International League pennant and was
named the league's most valuable player.
He hit .358 that year and drove in 118 runs. Frank McGowan
McGowan played five years in the majors
with the Athletics, Browns and Boston Bees, and 15 years
with class AA teams. He was elected to the International
League Hall of Fame.

t

SHEA f AMIUES

ln Naugatuck and Colchester
At least two branches of the Shea clan have carried on the
tradition of Connecticut Irish involvement and excellence in
baseball. When the New York Yankees were in the market
for pitching talent in the late 1930s, Naugatuck High School
coach Pete Foley, an Irishman himself, told them about
young Frank Shea. Spec Shea, as he was called, spent
several years in the minors, served in World War II and went
to the Yankees in 1947. His rookie year was great. He

compiled a 14-5 record and won two games in the Yankees
World Series victory over the Dodgers. He started the first
game and left after five innings, giving up just one run. In
the fifth game, he went nine innings for a 2-1 victory. He
later pitched for Washington from 1952 to 1955. The
Colchester branch of the clan was represented by Dave Shea
and his son, John. In the 1950s, Dave, an outfielder, played
five years in the Philadelphia and Kansas City organizations,
reaching the Triple A level before a shoulder injury
shortened his career. He then launched a 49-year coaching
career at Bacon Academy. John won all-state honors at
Bacon Academy, played for UConn and went on to pitch for
the Toronto Blue Jays.

ST. MARY'S GIRLS

New Britain team was tops in region
A New Britain girls'
baseball team begun as
part of a playground
program at St. Mary's
parish, became the top
female nine in the region
In
the early I920s.
Known as the St. Mary's
Athletics, the girls' team
went undefeated in 1919 and continued its winning ways for
a number of years against women's teams from nearby
communities and from Hartford factories. Shown in the
Athletics picture are, back row left to right, Helen McCue,
Catherine McGrath, Helen McAleer, Mary Kopf, Helen
Lynch; front row, Ramona Long, Alice Schenck, Margaret
McGrath and Helen Long.

ST. THOMAS SEMINARY

Decades ofgood lrish ballplayers
From its founding in 1897 until its closing in the 1970s, St.
Thomas Seminary produced not only generations of priests
for the Hartford Archdiocese, but also
decades of baseball teams with Irish-filled
lineups. Typical was the 1934 St. Thomas
team, whose roster included Ryan, Dunn,
Hanley, Speer, Byrne, Shea and five
Sullivans: John, Jer, M., Joe and another
John. Some seminarians passed up
opportunities in professional ball to
continue their theological studies. Father Father Shanley
Matthew Shanley of New Haven, for
example, was offered a contract in the Pittsburgh Pirates
farm system. Other priests, like Father Pat Speer of
Bridgeport, continued to play in industrial leagues after
ordination.

TWlUGHT lEAGUE

Irish led founding in West Haven

coach Bart Richards; third row, Joe McGinness, Bob
Poppendick, Art Peterson, Greg Miller, Joe Morrissey, Billy
Lewin; back row, Walter Lautenbach, captain Eddie
Poppendick, Francis Gormley, Jerome Walsh, James
Sheehan and Father Curtin. Many of the same boys played
on the 1940 St. Peter's team that won the state parochial
school championship.

JOAN LOYCE, PAT

Durncy

fast-pitch softball Hall offamers
West Haven Irishmen spearheaded the founding of that
city's Twilight Baseball League in the spring of 1933.
Today the league is the oldest continuous amateur league in
the nation. The first officers were, left to right, Edward
"Shrimp" Flynn, secretary; Edward Crowley, treasurer; J.
Frank Doolan, president; Luke 1. Crowe Sr., vice president.

DAN CASEY

Star outfielder at Villanova
A native of Albany, N.Y., Dan Casey spent 27 months in
the Pacific Theatre during World War II before winning
varsity letters in both baseball and football at Villanova
University. In baseball, he was a long-ball hitter with a .312
average in his senior year. He was recruited by the
Philadelphia Phillies and spent two seasons in their farm
system until a broken leg ended his career. He settled in
New Haven and taught at Hillhouse High School and was
football coach there from 1953 to 1975.

ST. PETER'S SCHOOL

New Haven Parochial League

The greatest women's fast
pitcher in history is the
granddaughter of Irish immigrants
who settled in Waterbury. Joan
Joyce joined the Raybestos
Brakettes at the age of 16. In 1958,
she pitched seven perfect innings
in relief against Fresno, Calif., to
give the Brakettes their first
national championship. In the
1970s, she was instrumental in
organizing the International
Women's Professional Softball
Association and was president and
pitcher of the Connecticut Falcons
who played in Meriden. In a 21
year career, Joyce compiled a 494
32 pitching record with l23 no
hitters and 37 perfect games. She
and Brakette teammate Pat Dufficy
are members of the Softball Hall of
Fame. A star athlete at Trumbull
High School, Dufficy was so
versatile that she could play any
position. She was an outstanding
hitter compiling
a .347 batting
average with 1,112 hits, 91 home
runs and 752 RBis in her 19-year
career with the Brakettes.
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Joan Joyce

Pal Dufficy

TOM KEllEY

Arm woes plagued Manchester pitcher

There was a distinctly Irish flavor to the 1938 New Haven
Parochial League champions. Front row, left to right, John
Hom and Joe Collins; second row, coach Bob Madigan,
Walter Owens, Russ Rosa, John Foley, Harold Owens,

Until arm troubles ended his career, Tom Kelley of
Manchester was as good a pitcher as ever came out of
Connecticut. In the early 1960s, he pitched Manchester High
School and the town's American Legion team to state
championships. In 1965, with Portland in the Triple A
Pacific Coast League, he had a 16-3 record including a no
hitter and a game in which he struck out 18. Then, tendonitis
and calcium deposits in his arm destroyed his effectiveness
and he retired after several seasons with Cleveland.

JOHNNY SPILlANE

Wounded Gl honored at World Series
In the late 1930s, pitcher
Johnny
Spillane of
Waterbury attracted the
attention of a St. Louis
Cardinals' scout. But
when World War II
began, Spillane enlisted in
the Marines. In the
invasion of Tarawa, the
Waterbury Irishman lost
his pitching hand when he
attempted to throw a

I

grenade back toward the Johnny Spillane with St. Louis
Japanese lines While he Cardinals shortstop Marty Marion.
was recovering from his wound at a Navy hospital,
arrangements were made for Spillane to be a guest of honor
at the 1944 World Series, the only "subway" series in St.
Louis history with the Cardinals defeating the Browns.
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RAY HARTMANN

UConn pitcher in College World Series
Hamden's Raymond Hartmann
III, whose grandmother Kathleen
O'Sullivan was born in Ireland,
was a talented, but hard luck
pitcher. In three seasons at
Hamden High School, he compiled
a 21-3 record. Later he was a
starter for a University of
Connecticut staff which allowed
about two runs per nine innings.
But the games he remembers most
were a 2-1 loss to Norwich Free
Ray Hartmann
Academy in the Class L state
scholastic championship game in 1960, and a 3-2 loss to
Washington State University in the College World Series in
1965. In the scholastic finals, Hartmann gave up only four
hits, but Hamden left II men on base. Against Washington
State, Hartmann had a no-hitter going for six and two-thirds
innings when a single and a home broke up the game.

JIM MURRAY

Pulitzer Prize sportswriter
Born in Hartford in 1919 and raised by County Sligo
grandparents who had settled in New London, James Patrick
Murray was one of the greatest sportswriters in American
history. His columns, written for the Los Angeles Times and
syndicated widely, earned him a Pulitzer Prize. He is also

one of a very select group of baseball writers with a niche at
the Baseball Hall of Fame as a recipient of the Taylor Spink
Award. A graduate of Trinity College in Hartford, Murray
began his sportswriting career with the Hartford Times and
New Haven Register. His columns were filled with wit and
wisdom. Of his childhood, Murray wrote, "I remember a
time when I was maybe happiest; we lived in a house right
next to the railroad tracks ... You have no idea what fun it is
to be living right alongside tracks leading out into the great
world of our dreams ... "
BILL DOWLING

Ball of fire in the Rock Cats front office
A former New York Yankees
vice president and general counsel,
Bill Dowling is like a utility
infielder adept at every phase of
the game. Except that Dowling, as
president and general manager of
the New Britain Rock Cats, is the
club's utility executive. During
any game, the Massachusetts-born
Bill Dowling
Irishman can be seen one minute
greeting fans as they enter the stadium, the next minute
checking to make sure plenty of food is on hand at the
refreshment booths, then up in the stands attending to the
customers' comfort, and keeping a close eye on the
scoreboard and how his team is doing. It is because of such
caring and careful hands-on management that Dowling was
named Eastern League Executive of the Year in 2000, and
the Rock Cats, a farm team of the Minnesota Twins, were
honored with the Bob Freitas Award for franchise success at
the Double A level of minor league baseball in 2003.

TIM TEUFEL

Ex-Met hit .444 in 1986 senes
Greenwich native, infielder Tim
Teufel was one of the band of scrappy
and colorful New York Mets who
clawed their way to victory in the 1986
World Series against the Red Sox. Half
German and half Irish, Teufel
graduated from St. Mary's High School
in Greenwich and played ball at St.
Petersburg Junior College in Florida.
Tim Teufel
He was drafted by the Minnesota
Twins in 1980, and joined the Mets in 1986. Platooned at
second base with Wally Bachman, Teufel made a costly
error in the first game of the series, but redeemed himself
with four hits in nine at bats including a home run and a
double for a .444 series average.

llTIt.E lEAGUE CHAMPS

lrish pitcher paced Trumbull team
Chris Drury was lifted on the
shoulders of his teammates and
coaches in the picture at left after
Trumbull defeated Taiwan 6-2 in the
1989 Little League World Series.
Drury held the favored Taiwan team
to just five hits. He was one of a
number of Trumbull players of Irish
descent including first baseman Ken
Martin who hit a two-run double and
Chris Drury
a home run in the game, Chris Kelly
and Dan McGrath who caught a fly ball to the outfield for
the final out of the game. Drury later became a star for the
Colorado Avalanche in the National Hockey League.

fAVV1NCENT

Problem-solving baseball commissioner
Baseball magnates got more than they
bargained for when they picked
Waterbury Irishman Francis T. Vincent
Jr. as baseball commissioner in
September 1989. Vincent had integrity,
toughness and the ability to command
respect, and was unflappable. He had to
be all those things, given the three
crises he soon faced: the California
earthquake that interrupted the 1989
Fay Vincent
World Series between Oakland and San
Francisco; a 32-day lockout of spring training by club
owners in 1990; and, the investigation of Yankee owner,
George Steinbrenner, himself half Irish. To all of those
situations, wrote one commentator, Vincent, "brought
intelligence, compassion and wit. He displayed a remarkable
sense of perspective as well as the ability to listen and
communicate." Despite, or perhaps because of the strengths
Vincent brought to the job, the owners forced him out of
office in 1992, and appointed as his successor not only one
of their own, but one who led the campaign against Vincent.

DlCK MCAUUFFE

Detroit Tigers sparkplug
Dick McAuliffe, who grew up in the Unionville section of
Farmington, had a 16-year major league career. He signed
with the Detroit Tigers system out of Farmington High
School in 1958, and played shortstop and second base in
Detroit for 14 years beginning in 1960. In 1974 and 1975, he
closed out his career with the Red Sox. One of the best

leadoff hitters of his era, he was also "a team sparkplug, a
hell-for-bent base runner," and, as one headline said, "The
big difference in Detroit." In 1968, McAuliffe was one of the
cogs in the Tigers World Series victory over St. Louis. In
game two, he hit a bases loaded single to drive in two runs in
the sixth inning to pace the Tiger victory. McAuliffe was an
American League all-star three times and homered in the
1965 all-star game.

DAVE WALLACE

Pitching coach helped break the curse
Dave Wallace did not get a hit or pitch a strikeout for the
Red Sox in 2004. But the Waterbury
Irishman deserves to take a bow for his
role as pitching coach in the year when
the Red Sox finally ended the "curse of
the Bambino" by whipping the
Yankees in the playoffs and the
Cardinals in the World Series. A minor
league pitcher with brief stints with the
Phillies and Blue Jays in the 1970s,
Wallace came into his own as a
Dave Wallace
pitching coach with the Mets, Dodgers
and Red Sox. One Mets pitcher said of Wallace, "The man
knows his pitching. I don't know his history, if he played in
the big leagues or not. I don't care about that. All I know is if
I get into a rut, I know he can help me."

SHEEHAN BROTHERS

Mother kept busy doing laundry
It was claimed that Bridget
Sheehan was kept busy in the 1930s
just washing and pressing the
baseball uniforms of her three sons:
Jimmy, Ed and Tom. All three were
talented athletes in scholastic and
amateur baseball in New Haven. Jim,
the oldest, made it to the National
League briefly as a catcher with the
Giants in 1936. Then, after a few
years with Giants' farm clubs, he
served in World War II, returning
Jim Sheehan
home after the war to play semi-pro
ball. Eddie, or Red, was an outfielder known for his power
hitting with the semi-pro West Haven Sailors both before
and after service in the war. Tom served in the Navy, then
went to Notre Dame University where he was an all-America
pick as catcher for the baseball team, and captain of the
basketball squad. After college, he remained in the Midwest
and played semi-pro ball.
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CORMAC £CKlOF

Baseball grows in lreland

Thanks for playing ball with us

Connac Ecklof was born in New Britain
in 1972. His father and Irish-born mother
married after they met when she had a
summer job on Cape Cod. Shortly after
Connac was born, the family moved to
Ireland, and he grew up learning baseball
from his father and from watching
Cormac Ecklo!
occasional Red Sox games on television. A few years later,
like his mother, Cormac went to Cape Cod for a summer and
had his first chance to actually play baseball in an amateur
company league. When a Baseball & Softball Federation was
founded in Ireland in 1989 to promote the American national
pastime in the Emerald Isle, Connac joined and became a
pitcher for the Irish National Baseball Team. The team has
been remarkably successful, winning the silver medal in the
European Championships in 2006.
•

."

• ·llO

12
Published quarterly by the
Connecticut Irish-American
Historical Society
P.O. Box 185833
Hamden, CT 06518
(203) 392-6126
www.ctiahs.com

....

We hope you have enjoyed our exhibit and newsletter.
When the exhibit closes, the materials, pictures and
artifacts will be organized into a pennanent collection in
the library of the Connecticut Irish-American Historical
Society. The collection will be open to students and
scholars who wish to explore further the contributions of
Connecticut's Irish to the game of baseball.
We encourage Connecticut Irish people to continue to
donate materials so that the collection will grow in
quantity and quality over the years. Those who wish to
use the collection or to donate materials should contact
the CTIAHS by calling (203) 392-6126, or through the
website, www.ctiahs.com.
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"We have kept faith
with the past;
we have handed
a tradition
to the future."
- Padraic Pearse
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Project proposed to preserve reminiscences of elderly
Open house and interviews at housing projects, senior centers

C

ollecting and preserving the
memories
of senior
citizens - a long-time objective,
but an off-again, on-again
activity
within
our
organization - may get a fresh
start this fall.
One of our new members,
Jamie Longley, has suggested
and has volunteered to lay the
groundwork for a program that
hopefully would enlist the
support of social service directors
in homes for the elderly.
A dedicated genealogist who
has been involved in tracing her
own roots and in family history
research for others, Longley says
the idea for the program springs
from contacts she has had with
senior citizens and their families.
While helping seniors trace
their genealogy, Longley says
she has found them almost
universally interested in relating
stories about their lifetime

experiences as well.
The neighborhoods where
they grew up, thei r fiiends and
acquaintances, their schools and
recreational activities and their
occupations are only a few of the

one area senior citizen housing
project or nursing home and ask
if the CTIAHS can schedule an
open house for any residents with
Irish roots. The open house
meeting would feature a

Two important meetings
Saturday, Sept. 15, 10 a.m. - Regular CTlAHS quarterly
meeting. Agenda includes discussion of senior citizen project,
other autumn and winter programs, election of officers. Ethnic
Heritage Center, 270 Fitch St., New Haven.
Saturday, Oct. 6, 1 to 3 p.m. - The turnout at our recent
genealogy workshops was so large and enthusiastic that plans
are being made to form a genealogy group within the CTlAHS.
The group would be open to all our members, and would
organize and sponsor genealogy activities suggested by its
members. The meeting to discuss the idea of a genealogy group
will be at the Irish-American Community Center, Venice Place,
East Haven.
topics about which seniors love
to reminisce, says Longley.
Her proposal is to approach
the social service director of just

presentation on Irish genealogy
and some stories about Irish
people in Connecticut. Seniors
who attend would then be invite<!

either to write down one or more
of their own experiences or to be
interviewed so that their
recollections could be recorded.
If interest is high at the first
elderly project, then we could
follow up with open houses not
only at other housing projects,
but at senior citizen centers.
While starting in the New Haven
area where Longley resides, the
program also could be expanded
to other regions of the state.
Longley said several young
people have already expressed an
interest in gelling involved in the
program. Volunteers will be
needed to arrange and conduct
the open house programs, to
interview and record the senior
citizens' reminiscences, and to
catalog tapes and papers.
The idea will be discussed at
our regular quarterly meeting at
10 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 15, at
the Ethnic Heritage Center.

New London Irishman won fame in colonial war

J

No shortage
of storytellers
among us
Pages 3-4

ohn Butler was born in New London, Connecticut, in 1728,
but his roots went back to the famous Anglo-Irish Butler
family of J<jlkenny and Tipperary. John's father, Walter, was a
British army officer who settled in New London in the late 1600s,
and raised his family there. In 1728, shortly after the birth of
John, Walter was assigned to a military command in the Mohawk
Valley of New York. His wife and children remained in New
London until 1842, when they moved to a home Walter built at
Butlersbury near Schoharie, N.Y. Like his father, John became a
soldier and became prominent as an interpreter and a leader of
Iroquois troops in the French and Indian War. He fought at Fort
Ticonderoga and the capture of Montreal. In the American Revolution, John was a Loyalist
and commanded Butler's Rangers who raided throughout New York State from their
headquarters at Fort Niagara.

Pages 5-6
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Menlbership
A few CTIAHS members
have not yet paid their dues
for 2007. If you are
uncertain whether you
renewed, check the address
label on this issue of The
Shanachie. If the label
containing your address has
an "07" on it, you are paid
up for 2007. If the label has
an "06" on it, you have yet
to pay the dues for this year.
The dues are only $10 a
year for individuals and $15
for families. To renew,
make check payable to
CTIAHS and return it to
CTIAHS, P.O. Box 185833,
Hamden, CT 06518. If you
have a question about dues
or membership, contact
Financial Secretary James
McCabe
james.
mccabe@snet.net; (203)
269-0371.
Currently
our
membership stands at about
200. It would be great if we
could add 50 or 100 new
members this year.

Festivalfocus
on genealogy
High-tech genealogy was
on display at the CTIAHS
booth at the Connecticut
Irish Festival in North
Haven in June. Shown
using laptop computers
to help festival-goers
/race their ancestors are
Jim McCabe, and to his
right, Jamie Longley.

Baseball author to speak at CTIAHS exhibit on Aug. 26

L

eigh Montville, author of

The Big Bam: The Life and
Times of Babe Ruth and Ted

Williams: The Biography of an
American Hero, will speak at the
Ethnic

Heritage

Center,

270

Fitch St., on the campus of
Southern

Connecticut

State

University in New Haven on
Sunday, Aug., 26, in conjunction
with the CTIAHS exhibit on

www.ctiahs.com
Recently several people
who have "googled" Irish
names and Irish topics on
line have told us that one of
the links that comes up is
our website. Needless to say
that is good for our
organization. It not only
gives us some recognition as
an organization that is active
in pursuing Irish history and
genealogy, but it also
encourages people who are
interested in those things to
become members. The
website has a lot of
in formation and pictures
about our programs and
activities.

Connecticut's Irish and the game
of baseball.
A New Haven native and
UConn graduate, Montville
formerly was a colunmist at the
Boston Globe and senior writer
at Sports Illustrated, Montville

has also written books about
NBA star Manute Bol, and about
University of Connecticut
basketball. The latter was co
authored with UConn coach Jim
Calhoun.
Admission to the Montville
talk is free, but reservations are
required due to space limitations.
To reserve seats, call (203)
392-6126. If you leave a voice
message, please state your name,
phone number, the event and the
number of seats to be reserved.
The CTIAHS baseball
exhibit, titled Much Joy in
Mudville, features pictures and
stories about 150 years of
involvement of Connecticut's

Irish people in the game of
baseball. The exhibit traces some
of the state's earliest Irish
baseball players and teams. It
features participants at all levels
of the national pastime from
three Connecticut-born Hall of
Fame inductees to sandlot and
school athletes, as well as
managers, umpires, franchise
owners and even some famous
fans. And all of them are Irish.
The time period is from the
1860s to the present. The exhibit
also has many baseball arti facts
ranging from bats and balls to
uniforms and catcher's
equipment. The exhibit will
continue until Sept. 14.

Celts and Currachs festival in New London on Aug. 25
The CTIAHS will have a
booth at the newest of
Connecticut's summer Irish
festivals: the Celts and Currachs
celebration in New London on
Saturday, Aug. 25.
Initiated last year by a New
London organization that
promotes the traditional Irish
fishing vessel, the currach, the
festival will feature a full day of
Irish music, food, dancing,

cultural events and currach
racing.
The festival will begin at 10 a.
m. with a parade led by pipers in
New London's Waterfront
District. Festival booths will be
on City Pier Plaza and Custom
House Pier, both in Waterfront
Park, behind Union Station.
The CTIAHS booth will focus
on our organization's genealogy
and history programs. Members

who want to help will be
welcomed at the booth all day.
Currach expert Danny
O'Flaherty will provide
instruction in rowing the currach,
which is a light wood framed
boat covered in tar and canvas.
Rowers will be allowed to enter
exhibition races to test their
skills.
For information, call (860)
444-2489.
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Our many Irish storytellers and their stories

W

hen we sent out membership renewals for 2007, we tried something new.
Because storytelling is such a cherished tradition among Irish people, we
asked members to take a few minutes to jot down "an anecdote or a recollection of
something or someone Irish in your life, " and return it with the renewal. We 'have
been amazed how many responded and the wonderful variety of stories. You can
read the stories on our website - www.ctiahs.com - and we are reprinting some of
them here. If you have not yet submitted your Irish story, please do so now. The
rules remain the same: "It is not a test, not a contest, no winners, no losers. Just
people who want to share memories with each other. No word length - 25 words,
50, 100, 500, whatever. Don't ponder over it; don't worry about writing it perfectly.
Just do it. Now." Write on the top of the page the caption "My Irish story, " and
send it to CTIAHS, PO 185833. Hamden, CT 06518.
Nancy Barnes Stackpole
This is a story of my mother,
Annie Fisher Barnes, who came
to the United States with her
mother (Mrs. Patrick Fisher)
from port of departure
Londonderry on the ship
Cameronia in 1912. My
grandmother (Mrs. Patrick
Fisher) worked as a housekeeper
for Forbes Sargent (he owned
Sargent and Company) on
Huntington Street In New
Haven. My mother (Annie
Fisher Barnes) worked for 25
years for Sargent and Company
as a machine operator. She
brought up nine children by
herself as my father (Joseph
Barnes) and she were divorced.
She came from Rosbeg in
Donegal.
Joseph M. Coleman
On a trip to Ireland in 1986
our tour bus was scheduled to go
to the Cliffs of Moher on a
certain day. The weather had
been fair with little or no rain.
You can
imagine our
disappointment when the day
turned out to be damp and very
foggy; visibility was nearly
zero. As we arrived and were
getting out of the bus at about
noontime, the fog and rain

stopped and the sun shone
through, giving us a
splendid view of the
cliffs. It only stayed
clear for about 30
minutes and then
got bad
again.
As we
left,
the
visibility
was near zero again. "The luck
of the Irish" came through that
day, at least for us.
Suzanne Travers
My daughter, Kathy, was
going to Ireland on a tour. A
relative told me she thought we
had a cousin in Sligo who was a
Sister of Mercy. So I asked
Kathy if she had any free time to
see if she could find a Mercy
convent and Sister Kathleen
Conneally. A woman in her
hotel said there was a convent a
few blocks away, but didn't
know what order it was. So
Kathy hiked over and rang the
doorbell a few times. When no
one came she figured they were
at dinner or chapel and left.
Then a nun came and asked her
what she wanted. She said she
was looking for a Sister
Kathleen Conneally and the nun
said she didn't live there any

more
and
didn't
know where she was
living!
Sadly
walking down
the drive, a
car arrived
and stopped
and
asked
Kathy if they
could help her.
She said she was
sorry, she was looking
for a Sister Kathleen and no one
knew where she was living. The
driver said "I'm Kathleen. Hop
in." Well, Kathleen had a
meeting until 8:30 and arranged
to pick up Kathy then, called her
sister, Bridie Quinn in
Roscommon, cousin Mary
Gornall in Galway and said she
had a relative from the States
and get out the Irish coffee.
Since Kathy didn't know how I
was related to the Conneallys,
Kathleen called me up but I was
in Winsted looking up the
Conneallys! Kathy said she
bought pizza and Kathleen
drove madly through the
darkened roads to Bridie's and
Kathy knew she was home with
family. She stayed until 2:30
and Kathleen drove her back to
Sligo and her hotel at 3:30, and
then called Kathy at 7 because
Kathy's tour was leaving, and

wished her "cousin" a good tour
and love to her family in the
States. We still haven't
fathomed out our relationship
but we love our Irish cousins.
Louise FitzSimons
My grandfather, Bernard F.
FitzSimons, emigrated from
Mullagh, County Cavan, with
his brother Daniel, in 1880. He
met Margaret Ford (it had been
"Feudy") of Ennis, County
Clare, at a parish hall social
event at Sacred Heart Church in
New Haven.
It was told that she lived up
Washington Avenue in New
Haven and when he would walk
up there to call on her, he would
be stoned by the local Irish
because they were all Kerrymen
and he was an Ulsterman.
Despite this discouragement,
they married in 1882. My father,
Edmund F. FitzSimons, M.D.
was their third son. In 1988, we
"came home" to Ireland when
we purchased an old courthouse
in Mullagh, County Cavan.
"We" are seven direct
descendants of Bernard
FitzSimons. At that time, there
were still people living in
Mullagh and nearby Virginia
who had known the two
(Please fUm to page 4)
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If you have not done so yet, be sure to tell us your Irish story
(Conlinuedji-om page 3)

think). l didn't know whom I

FitzSimons brothers who did not
emigrate and never married.
We go to Mullagh every
year; the family has died out in
that area. We have visited Ennis
but have not been able to trace
any descendants of my
grandmother. Her father was
supposed to have been a builder
and stone mason who built the
cathedral in Ennis.
My grandmother was sent to
America because a British
soldier wanted to court her (and
she liked him). Grandpa and his
brother emigrated "on the run,"
that is, political activities during
the land wars.
Grandpa became a civic
leader in the Hill neighborhood
in New Haven. He had a tavem,
named Barney's, and owned a lot
of real estate on the Hill. He was
a police commissioner in New
Haven. He continued his political
activities after emigration and
always raised money for and
otherwise supported Irish
independence. He died in 1940.
Besides myself, Grandpa's
other living descendants in the
area are a grandson Bernard
FitzSimons 111 (my first cousin),
his son Bemard IV and his son,
Bemard V, all of Hamden. Other
owners of our vacation house in
Mullagh are great-grand children
of Bemard FitzSimons; they are
children of my first cousin Henry
F. Farrell, M.D. who was the son
of Mary FitzSimons Farrell
Morrissey (late of West Haven),
who was a daughter of Bernard
FitzSimons.
An interesting historical note:
When I was "home" in the fall of
2005, a fiiend and I took a bus
trip from Virginia to Killybegs in
County Donegal for the
weekend. Coming back on
Sunday, the all-Ireland football
championship was on the bus
radio; it was Tyrone vs. Kerry (I

was supposed to be for - after
all, Tyrone is in Northern Ireland
and Kerry is in the Republic.
Tyrone won. A neighbor who
picked us up was rejoicing! I
said ... "were you for Tyrone,
then, even if it's in the north?"
"Of course" she said. "We're
Ulster." Moral: The old loyalties
still are strong. The political
division is only 80 plus years old
and means less ....

Beverly G. Tabak
Recent discovery of the
newspaper coverage of the death
of Patrick Conran (born in
Ireland in 1827) in Naugatuck in
1900 told the story of this
popular Irishman who was both a
successful business man and a
humanitarian.
My maternal grandmother
was Mary Elizabeth Conran born
in Naugatuck in 1869, the
daughter of Catherine Casey and
Michael Conran (Patrick's
"baby" brother), who died of
consumption in 1872. Not much
had been known of the Conrans
other than their arrival from
Ireland in 1850, parents Thomas
and Catherine and four children;
their older brother Patrick's
coming in 1847. It was in
Patrick's home in 1850 that the
first Roman Catholic Mass was
celebrated in Naugatuck.
(Editor's Note: The obituary
attached to the story fills in many
details about the Conran family.
Circa 1852 Patrick purchased the
house in which he, his parents
and seven siblings resided, and
to which he brought his bride
and in which he raised his own
family.
His parents, Thomas and
Catherine, enjoyed long lives in
Naugatuck, living there 28 and
30 years respectively. Details of
Patrick Conran's work and

humanitarian efforts reveal that
indeed Patrick was "a man of
honor, a good citizen, and a loyal
friend." At the time of his death
Mr. Conran was described as
"one of Naugatuck's oldest
residents and was without doubt
the best known citizen in town."
Beverly Tabak is the great
niece of Patrick Conran and a
diligent
family
history
researcher. Her story shows the
importance of researching a
variety of local sources, even
when not for your direct line.
That's how important tidbits are
revealed.)

notes to the first of many family
charts.

Three

days

before

departure, Sean Canning notified
us of a last minute change of a B
& B in Castlebar.
While awaiting our flight, my
sister Sally told us of meeting a
teacher, Joseph Gilmartin, 30 years
earlier in Castlebar. My niece then
told us that before leaving Cape
Cod, her optometrist told her he
had grown up in Castlebar and had
a high

school

teacher named

Joseph Gilmartin.
When we arrived in Castlebar
we asked the owner of the lately
substituted B & B if she knew any

Eileen Gallagher Sarajak

Gilmartins. She told us that a

I had a first cousin once
removed that I never met. He
was John Minehan, born in
Pennsylvania about 1908. His
father was Patrick Francis
Minehan, born Singland,
Limerick, April 17, 1867. Patrick
emigrated to Connecticut on
February 9, 1886. He married
Eliza McCutcheon, born August
1872 in County Tyrone. John
Minehan worked for the Lehigh
Cement Company, and was
accused of stealing cement after
hours and then selling it. He was
never jailed, but after that he was
always called John Lehigh. He
and his wife (Nonie R. Reilly)
appear in the Waterbury city
directories in 1948, and after that
they disappear.

teacher named Joseph Gilmartin
used to live across the street and
that the B & B was built on
Gilmartin land. She rang him up
and we established that we both
claimed

Archbishop

Thomas

Gilmartin in our families.
He came to meet us, genealogy
chart in hand, and we exchanged
information and charts. His laid
out his family and a branch of
Gilmartins on Long Island, NY.
with

whom

our

mother

had

communicated for many years
until the death of the matriarch in
the late I960s. Joe had met Tim
and

Nancy

Gilmartin

from

Montauk 15 years earlier and
attended a reunion on Long Island
in 1990.
We met Tim and Nancy on

Kathleen Keyes Traub
Coincidence? In 2004, three of
my sisters, three nieces and I were
leaving for Ireland. Another sister,
here to see us off, brought a picture
of Brother Sylvester Gilmartin
(1813-1889), a brother of our
great-grandfather,

David

J.

Gilmartin of Castlebar, County
Mayo, and a list of their siblings.
I transferred the two pages of

retum and attended a reunion in
2005. Joe's, Tim's and our great
grandfathers

were

brothers,

making us third cousins. We now
exchange e-mails, letters, holiday
and birthday greetings, and new
genealogy info. When Joe and Tim
met they discovered they shared
the same birthday, Nov. II, the
feast day ofSt. Martin.
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New London Irishman led Iroquois against French
As soldier and diplomat, John Butler was major figure
in two wars in Mohawk Valley and western New York

j

ohn Butler, an Irish-American
born in New London in the
spring of 1728, became not only
a British officer in the French
and Indian War, but also, in the
words of a biographer, "one of
the great figures in
European-Indian
relations
in
North
America." John was the
son of Walter Butler
and his second wife,
Deborah
Dennis,
and was baptized
on April 28 that
year
in
the
Congregational
Church in the thriving
Connecticut seaport.
Several Butlers resided in
New London in the late 1600s.
Historians agree they were
descendants of the famous and
powerful Norman-Irish family,
and they seem also to be part of a
very early Irish-American
community in the southeastern
comer of the colony.
There was a Thomas Butler
who died in New London in
December 170 I at the age of 59
and a John Butler and wife
Katherine who died there in 1733
and 1729 respectively. And in
April 1725, Abigail, daughter of
John Butler, married Allan
Mullins, a surgeon and a native
of Galway.
Whether Walter Butler was of
the same family is uncertain. One
historian says that Walter Butler
sailed to New York City from
Barbados aboard the ketch John
and Sarah in 1679, and
eventually settled in New
London. Another source says that
Walter Butler "came out from
Ireland with his regiment in the
army sent for the reduction of

Canada" and "was one of certain
sergeants who received the
Queen's Commission to be
lieutenants of post in America,
January 1711."
In any case, church records
indicate that Walter Butler
married his first wi fe,
Mary, the daughter of
Thomas Harris and
Mary Wetherwell, in
New London on
July 26,
1713.
Walter and Mary
had six children 
Mary,
Thomas,
Walter,
Jane,
Katherine
and
Lydia.
In
1725,
Walter's wife died and a
year later he married Deborah
Dennis, a widow who was said to
be "the richest heiress in the
settlement."
The Butlers may have settled
in the New London suburb that
took its name from the Irish town
of Waterford.
Frances
Manwaring Caulkins, in her 1852
history of New London, wrote,
"In the western part of Waterford
is a sterile, hard-favored district
with abrupt hills and more stone
and rock than soil, which is
locally called Butler-town, a
name derived from this ancient
family of Butlers."
Described first as a sergeant
and then as a lieutenant, Walter
Butler "was appointed to a
military command in the
Mohawk Country" in 1728. A
promotion apparently went with
the appointment for thereafter
Butler is known as "captain."
The Mohawk River flows
eastward to Albany from the
heart of New York colony. Its
valley was of great strategic

value in the struggle among the
region over the next century.
English and French colonists and
In 1737, Walter Butler was
the powerful Iroquois Indian
stationed at Fort Hunter, an
tribes for control of the lucrative
outpost and settlement on the
south side of the Mohawk at the
fur trade and westward
expansion.
mouth of Schoharie Creek. In
The posting of Walter Butler
1742, he built a home on a hill on
to the Mohawk region
the north shore of the Mohawk
undoubtedly had to do with
River, named it Butlersbury and
brought his family there from
English efforts to extend their
Connecticut. An entry in the New
dominion westward and to
prevent French encroachments
London diary of Joshua
into the area. Butler may have
Hempstead states: "Nov. 6, 1742.
been involved in establishing
Mrs. Butler, wife of Capt. Walter
supply lines or protecting
Butler, and his children and
workers engaged in construction,
family, is gone away by water to
during the I720s, of a trading
New York, in order to go to live
and military outpost at
Oswego at the eastern
end of Lake Ontario.
During his early
years in the Mohawk
region, Butler's family
remained
in
New
London,
but
he
apparently
began
planning a permanent
move to New York. In
1733, Walter was one
of 43 men to receive a
crown grant of land on
the south side of the
Mohawk
near
Schoharie, N.Y.
Col. John Butler, born in New London,
Two years later, he
Connecticut, in 1728, played important
secured a gran t for a
roles in both the French and Indian War
home site north of the
and the American Revolution.
Mohawk on a 14,000
in the Mohawk Country above
acre tract purchased by Sir Peter
Warren, a British Navy officer.
Albany, where he has been lived
Warren talked his feisty young
several years (as) captain of the
nephew, William Johnson, a
forts."
native of County Meath, into
Even before the family
moved, young John Butler may
coming to America to oversee
the development of the tract.
have spent time with his father in
Thus began a long connection
central New York. He definitely
between the Irish Butlers and the
took quickly to military service
Irish Johnsons who both played
for in 1745, when only 17 years
major roles in the history of the
(Please 11Irn 10 page 6)

Page 6

Butler family left New London and made mark in colonial New York
(Continuedfrom page 5)

old, he was with his father at
Fort Oswego in the middle of
the political, diplomatic,
economic and military intrigue
that swirled about that frontier
post in the years before the
French and Indian War.
He became fluent enough in
the Iroquois language to
become an interpreter. He
learned the workings of the fur
trade, the geography of the
region that was the volatile
border between French and
English colonies, the tactics of
guerrilla fighting and survival
techniques in a vast wilderness
of forests, mountains, rivers and
lakes.
About 1752, John Butler
married Catalynje Bradt of one
of the numerous Dutch families
that were the original white
settlers of eastern New York.
They lived at Butlersbury and
were the parents of four sons
and a daughter. Their eldest son,
another Walter, became a
lawyer, and like his father, a
military officer in the
Revolutionary War.
During the late 1740s and
early 1750s, John Butler won
the attention and confidence of
the most important white man in
the Mohawk Valley - William
Johnson. In the spring of 1755,
just as hostilities were breaking
out on the frontier, Johnson
picked Lt. Butler for an arduous
mission to carry dispatches to
Gen. Edward Braddock who
was in Williamsburg, Va.,
preparing what would be a
disastrous campaign against the
French in western Pennsylvania.
Young Butler also was at a
great congress of more than
1,000 leaders of the six Iroquois
nations and their allies at
Johnson's mansion at Mount
Johnson near modern-day

Amsterdam, N. Y. Young
Butler's growing importance
was evident from the fact that at
the conclave Butler sat beside
Johnson himself and his deputy
Indian agent Daniel Claus at the
"Great Council Fire."
At the conference, Johnson
sought to convince the Iroquois
to fight side by side
with the English in
the
coming
hostilities. Speeches
and meetings with
individual
Indian
chiefs went on for
nine days. If not
totally won over, the
Indians did promise
renewed friendship
and alliance with the
English. They left
open, however, the
question
of
supplying troops for
the
English
campaigns.
In late July 1755,
word
came
of
Braddock's
defeat
near the site of modern-day
Pillsburg, while Johnson was
gathering an army of 3,000
regulars and colonial militiamen
for a march on Crown Point, a
fortress the French had built on
the eastern shore of Lake
Champlain halfway between
Albany and Plattsburg. About
1,000 Iroquois joined the
expedition and Johnson
demonstrated his confidence in
John Butler, picking him as one
of the leaders of the Indian
contingent.
Johnson failed to capture
Crown Point, but he was able to
construct two military posts 
Fort George at the southern end
of Lake George and Fort
Edward on the upper reaches of
the Hudson River - as barriers
to further French incursions

toward Albany. He also won
one of the few victories for the
English in the first year of the
war. Known as the Battle of
Lake George, the affair
unfolded on Sept. 8 when
French troops under Baron
Jean-Armand Dieskau marched
south from Crown Point to

1757- 2007

disrupt Johnson's fort-building
projects. Fighting behind
temporary breastworks,
Johnson's men turned back the
French attackers. Even though
British casualties were slightly
higher than those of the
French - 262 to 230 - Dieskau
was mortally wounded and the
French retreated northward.
Johnson became an instant
hero with the British public,
which until that point had heard
precious little good news from
the North American front of
what was known in Europe as
the Seven Years War. For his
part, Butler secured a permanent
position as a leader of Indian
forces In all the future
campaigns in the New York
Quebec theater of operations.
In 1758, Butler was with the

Iroquois contingent in the
unsuccessful assault of Fort
Ticonderoga by a British army
under Gen. Abercrombie.
After the disaster at
Ticonderoga, Butler joined a
brilliant expedition by the lrish
Canadian officer Gen. John
Bradstreet against Fort
Frontenac, a major French
outpost at what is today
Kingston, Ontario. With a small
force of whaleboats, Bradstreet
had the boats hug the shoreline
from Oswego around the
eastern tip of Lake Ontario to
make a lightning strike against
the garrison at Frontenac. He
did not have sufficient forces to
hold Frontenac, but by
capturing and then burning it,
he seriously disrupted the
French supply lines to the entire
Ohio-Mississippi territory.
A year later, John Butler was
William Johnson's liaison with
the Iroquois warriors who
participated in the capture of
Fort Niagara at the western end
of Lake Ontario. Niagara was
another of the dominoes of the
French North-American empire
that kept falling to the British as
the war progressed. When John
Butler returned to Butlersbury
after the victory at Niagara he
found his elderly father in
failing health, and that winter
Walter Butler died at the age of
90 and was buried in the
Mohawk Valley.
In the spring of 1760, John
Butler went off to war again,
leading Iroquois warriors in the
army of Gen. Jefferey Amherst
that captured the final French
citadel of Montreal.
New France having been
conquered, John Butler
continued to assist Sir William
Johnson in Indian affairs. He
was an
interpreter at
conferences and negotiations
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and accompanied Johnson on
treks westward. In 1761, he was
serving with Johnson in a
triumphal expedition to Detroit
where representatives of all the
western lndian tribes gathered for
a great conclave. The major issue
of the gathering was the demand
of the Indians that the British
provide them with lower priced
goods and with ammunition.
In 1763, that very issue
erupted in armed conflict when
the Ottawa Chief Pontiac led a
revolt against British rule in the
western lands. The war went on
for two years until mid-1765.
Then, Butler was the primary
inte!1Jreter when Pontiac came to
Oswego and made his submission
to Johnson.
During those years, Butler also
was appointed a justice of the
peace for Tryon County and
second in command in a regiment
of militiamen commanded by
Johnson's nephew, Col. Guy
Johnson.
Like many Mohawk Valley
residents, the sympathies of most
of the Butler clan were with the
British in the Revolutionary War.
With Guy Johnson, John Butler
left the valley and joined the
British forces in Canada at the
begiJUling of the war. With the
title of acting Indian
superintendent, Butler was sent to
Fort Niagara with a mission of
keeping the Iroquois firmly in the
British camp against the rebels in
the 13 colonies.
Butler had to offset the
influence of a Connecticut
clergyman, the Rev. Samuel
Kirkland who attempted to
convince the lroqouis to remain
neutral in the Revolution. Butler
was mainly successful in the task.
The Iroquois feared, rightly as
things turned out, that if the
colonists were victorious, they
would quickly push the Indians
from western lands. Butler was
able to secure the Iroquois'
support by establishing "a

network of agents among the
tribes from the Mohawk River to
the Mississippi, which became a
valuable source of intelligence for
the British and an aid to loyalists
fleeing to Canada."
In 1777, the British decided to
enlist the Iroquois as a fighting
force. Working from his
headquarters in Niagara, Butler
was instrumental in organizing a
unit of 350 mostly Seneca

Revolution painted a damning
portrait of loyalists in general and
the Butlers in particular.
John and Walter Butler and
their co!1Js of frontiersmen were
described as brutal terrorists and
the murderers of innocent women
and children. Later historians
have drawn a more balanced
picture of the Butlers and their
unit as not more brutal than
similar outfits on both sides of the

Butler from Lebanon also served
An Irishman who came to eastern Connecticut as a school
teacher in the years before the French and Indian War may have
been a relative of the Butlers of New London. His first service in
that war was in the same 1755 campaign in which New London
native John Butler was an inte!1Jreter with the Iroquois Indians
under William Johnson.
Patrick Butler, the son of John and Catherine Butler of
Garranlea in the South Riding of County Tipperary, settled in
Lebanon as a young man in mid-16th century.
In 1755, he enlisted in Capt. John Terry's company in the
regiment of Col. Phineas Lyman to serve in the Lake George
campaign. As a teacher, he was a logical choice as company clerk,
and he served in that capacity from Aug. 28 to Dec. 9 while the
regiment was with Johnson at Lake George. Patrick re-enlisted for
the 1756 campaign, and his signature is preserved on the payroll of
Lyman's regiment in February that year.
That same year, Patrick married a Lebanon girl, Mercy Bartlett,
daughter of the captain of the Lebanon trainband and deacon of the
Congregational Church, Josiah Bartlett, and his wife Mercy
Chandler. Several of Patrick and Mercy's children moved
westward into central New York State. Patrick died in 1813 and is
buried in the Bartlett plot in Goshen Cemetery.
His descendants retained the memory of their Irish ancestry.
One grandson was named Joseph Curran Butler "after the Irish
orator and patriot," and the full name of the author of the family's
history was Bryant Ormond Butler, the Ormond being the
territorial designation for the Butlers' vast estates in Ireland.

Iroquois who bore the brunt of
fighting at the Battle of Oriskany.
Later, he organized a co!1Js of
loyalists into the famous, or
infamous depending on your
viewpoint, Butler's Rangers. The
cO!1JS, under John and his son
Walter, raided the Wyoming
Valley settlement in Pennsylvania
and communities in the Mohawk
Valley.
The American victors in the

fight, and certainly no different in
tactics and strategy than the
patriot army led by another
Irishman, Gen. John Sullivan of
New Hampshire, that devastated
the Mohawk Valley and central
and western New York in 1770.
The Butlers, of course, lost
their homes and their land in the
Mohawk Valley as a result of the
Revolution. John Butler was
instrumental in founding and

settling a loyalist community in
Canada on the Niagara River
across from Fort Niagara.
The community at first took
the name Butlersbury, but
subsequently was named Newark
and then, in modem times,
Niagara on the Lake. Interestingly
the town is today the site of a
famous aJUlual theater festival
named for the Irish playwright,
George Bernard Shaw.
During the years after the
Revolution, John Butler played a
significant role in purchasing
much of the southwestern portion
of the Canadian Province of
Ontario from the Indians and in
the often prickly diplomatic and
military relations with the new
American Republic on the
Niagara frontier.
When he died at Niagara on
the Lake on May 13, 1796, one of
his contemporaries, the Iroquois
Chief Joseph Brant said of him,
"He was the last that remained of
those that acted with that great
man the late Sir William Johnson,
whose steps he followed, and our
loss is the greater as there are
none remaining who understand
our manners and customs as well
as he did."
John Butler is buried in
Niagara on the Lake. At St.
Mark's Anglican Church, there is
a tablet with the inscription: "Fear
God, Honour the King, In
memory of Colonel John Butler,
A sincere Christian as well as a
brave soldier, he was one of the
founders and the first patron of
this parish."
Sources: Frances Manwaring
Caulkins. HistolY oj New London.
ConneclU:ut. Bryant Ormond Butler,
The Blltler Family oj Lebanon,
Connecticut. John V. Vrooman, Forts
and Firesides ojthe Mohawk Country.
R. Arthur Bowler and Bruce G.
Wilson, article on John Butler in
DictionOlY of Canadian Biography,
Vol. IV.; David A. Charters, article on
Walter BUller in same volume.
Website of Butler's Rangers - WWlV.
iaw. on. ca/-brang/brang.html.
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Construction under way on Vicksburg memorial to Ninth Volunteers

C

onstruction of a monument
to be erected at Vicksburg
National Park in honor of the
Ninth Connecticut Volunteers of
the Civil War has moved from
the drawing board to the floor of
the workshops.
A contract has been signed
with the Mathieu Memorial &
Granite Works of Southington to
begin the quarrying, cutting and
polishing of granite pieces and
the fashioning of bronze plaques
for the memorial. Mathieu is an
agent for Royal Melrose of
Minnesota.
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A Ninth Regiment exhibition was featured at
the Riverfest in Hartford in early July. State
troubador Tom Callinan provided the music.

According to Bob
Larkin, chairman of
the committee that is
planning the me
morial, the basic
work on the granite
pieces will be com
pleted by November.
During the winter
months, etching of
the granite will be
done in the Mathieu
shop in Southington.
This past June,
the panel received a
$10,000 grant from

the Connecticut Commission on
Culture and Tourism, and an
initial deposit of $15,000 was
made to Mathieu.
Other contributions for the
monument have been received
from the Knights of Columbus,
the William and Alice Mortensen
Foundation and AT&T as well as
from numerous individuals.
The Ninth Regiment served at
Vicksburg during the campaign
of 1862 when an attempt was
made to dig a canal to bypass the
Confederate stronghold on the
Mississippi River.
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a tradition
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he approaching new year will be special for the Connecticut Irish-American Historical Society. 2008
marks the 20th anniversary of the founding of our organization. The first step toward planning an
appropriate birthday celebration will be our regular meeting on Saturday, Dec. 8, at 10 a.m. at the Ethnic
Heritage Center, 270 Fitch St., New Haven. The major item on the agenda at the meeting will be deciding
on and beginning preparations for some events to observe the occasion. The agenda on Dec. 8 will also
include: reports and discussion on our purchase of two new computers for our archives, our new genealogy
group, the successful baseball exhibit, our new oral history project, the nominating committee, a proposed
contest for a CTIAHS logo, suggestions of names for life-time memberships, an essay contest and the 9th
Regiment monument at Vicksburg, Miss. We hope many members will tum out for the Dec. 8 meeting to
help plan some great programs to celebrate completion of20 years and to prepare for the next 20.

Veterans remembered

T

he annual commemoration of Connecticut's Irish
regiment in the Civil War, and of all veterans, was
held in Bayview Park in New Haven on Veterans Day.
The commemoration featured the laying of a wreath at
the monument to the 9th Connecticut Volunteers who
served in Louisiana and the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia in the Civil War. The John Barry Assembly,
Knights of Columbus, provided a color guard and Paul
Kenney played taps. The wreath was placed at the
monument by representatives of the sponsoring groups:

(please turn to page 8)

1925 letter to Australia comes back
"
letter written in 1925 by a New Haven
f'doctor regarding family connections in
Australia has found its way back to New Haven
to become part of the Australia Collection in our
CTIAHS library.
The letter came to us thanks to the alliance
forged between the Irish Ancestry Group of the
Genealogical Society of Victoria in Australia and
our CTIAHS. When Maureen Doyle of the Irish
Ancestry Group announced the cooperative
venture, she got a response from Eileen
O'Callaghan, a descendant of Michael Maher, a
native of Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny, who
settled in Hamilton, Western Australia in 1874.
An item in Eileen's family history collections
is a letter from Dr. Stephen 1. Maher, 212
Orange St., New Haven. On a cruise, Dr. Maher,

whose grandparents also came from
Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny, had met a relative
of the Australian Mahers. When he returned to
New Haven, the doctor received a letter from
John Maher of Minyip, Western Australia. On
Jan. 20, 1925, Dr. Maher responded with the
letter outlining his own family history.
His letter states, in part: "I was both pleased
and surprised a few days ago, to receive your
very interesting letter. A long journey that letter
had, over sea and land, from Dec. 8 to Jan. 12,
bringing within its demure blue envelope a
greeting from an Australian descendant of the
Mahers of J(jlkenny to an American descendant
of the same Mahers of Kilkenny.
" ... How many people in this town of yours,
(Please turn to page 4)

Our new genealogy group
to meet each month - 2
Cleanup for cemetery of
Irish immigrants in
Bridgeport - 3
Irish played major role in
founding of New Haven
hospital - 5
Indiana library offers our
newsletter among other
family history aids - 7

Page 2

_

New CTIAHS genealogy group will meet on first Saturdays

M

embers of the newly
organized genealogy group
of the Connecticut Irish-American
Historical Society have decided to
meet the first Saturday of each
month.
Meetings will be held trom I to
at the Irish-American
Community Center, Venice Place
in East Haven.
Members also decided that the group will
be open to CTIAHS members only, but that
guests will be welcome at meetings. The
meetings will be devoted primarily to
networking, self-help and support. The

3 p.m.

sessions will be informal get-togethers rather
than formal workshops. There will be no
guest speakers or programs, but rather group
discussions to learn more trom each other's
research successes and failures.

It is planned that members will
suggest focus topics for discussion. At
the December meeting, Paul Keroack
will lead a discussion on Irish
surnames. There \'iill be no meeting in
January 2008.
The genealogy group was formed
because of the large Ulmout at several
genealogy workshops sponsored by the
CTIAHS in the spring of 2007. More
than 60 persons, both members and non
members, attended three sessions and many
indicated an interest in some kind of a
continuing genealogy program that would be
suited to the needs of individual members.

Peter Quinn's new book examines what makes Irish America tick
By Paul Keroack

F

or many of us, examining
our
Irish
heritage
presupposes an interest in
history, whether we think of it
that way or not.
Family history, oral tradition,
folk history all eventually
require some understanding of
Irish history to make any sense.
Some of us are content with
the colorful and heroic highlights
that are well known; others relish
learning deUiils of the wars,
rebellions and suffering that
seem to typify centuries of the
Irish past.

Search for Irish roots
In his new book, Looking for
Jimmy: A search for Irish
America (New York: Overlook
Press, 2007), Peter Quinn may
satisfy both extremes of the Irish
American reading public.
In 22 individual but related
essays, Quinn examines his
personal, family and community
experience of "Irish-American
ness." His community is the
urban heart of Irish America,
specifically New York City.
The Irish anived on these
shores en masse during the

Famine years. They supported,
and were supported by, the
church and the political
machines. With these institutions,
they survived the transition of
becoming Americans, even
imparting their own swaggering
image on America with, for
example, the Jimmys - Jimmy
Walker, Jimmy Cagney.
Quinn looks beyond the
demographic successes, however,
noting that the psychological
trauma of the Famine, even for
those who escaped, has
consequences to this day. He
notes, "The more we discover
about the Great Famine, the more
obvious become the wounds it
inflicted. Time didn't heal them.
It only made them easier to
hide."
Quinn began to ponder this
siUlation in his attempt to
examine his ancestry and the
contradictory attitude of his
relatives toward it. "It has been
my experience." he writes, "that
the less the members of an Irish
American family know about
their Irish antecedents - who
came when, trom what county or
village, the minimal facts that
most immigrants preserve - the
more likely it is that they arrived

during the Famine years
silence is among the greatest
legacies of the Great Famine."
Of the relucUince of his
parents' generation to examine
the past, he writes, "The attitude
they handed on, which I've come
to reject, was that the specifics of
the past are unimporUint, and in
instances controversial,
embarrassing, hurtful or bloody,
are best left at rest in peace 
undisturbed and undiscussed."
Quinn passionately believes
in the imporUince of the opposite:
"Even amnesia, the absence of
remembrance, cannot erase the
imprint of the past. Recalled or
unrecalled, memory is embedded
in the way we love, hope,
believe."
His search for a usable past is
not confined to personal
genealogy.
He recounts visits to his
wife's disUint cousin in a Cork
village; conversations with
fellow Irish-American essayists
and novelists; his own
appreciations of Catholicism and
his father's political career, and
his fascination with a book
asserting that Irish-language
expressions underlie a lot of
American slang.

Despite the seriousness of
Quinn's personal quest for
meaning, the writing is upbeat
and joyful, generous and full of
wit.

Dublin woman's memoir
would also recommend
another recent title, Are you

somebody? An accidental
memoir of a Dublin woman, by
Irish writer Nuala O'Faoilain
(New York: H. Holt, 1998). A
contemporary of Peter Quinn, she
offers an independent woman's
views on Irish family secrets and
their
consequences
In
contemporary Irish life.
For those who want to dig
deeper into the specifics, Quinn
cites numerous historical studies.
Two that I have read, and can
recommend, which are available
in area libraries are, Emigrants

and exiles: Ireland and the Irish
exodus to North America, by
Kerby Miller (New York: Oxford
University Press, J 985) and, The

end of hidden Ireland: Rebellion,
famine and emigration, by
Robert J. Scally (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1995).
Check www.iconn.org for
Connecticut library holdings.
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Neglected Bridgeport cemetery is resting place of many early Irish
By Paul Keroack

4

recent news feature story in
Connecticut Post has
catapulted Bridgeport's nearly
forgotten St. Augustine Cemetery
into the regional spotlight.
The five-acre resting place of
Irish famine-era immigrants fills
a city block at Arctic and Helen
streets in poverty-stricken East
Bridgeport.
Letters to the editor and a
follow-up articl e sparked a
sometimes heated exchange of
views between historical activists
and area Irish-Americans on the
one hand and the Diocese of
Bridgeport administration
officials on the other regarding
the state of the grounds and
proposals to improve conditions.
As with other Connecticut
cities, most descendants of the
19th century Irish immigrants
live in the suburbs, their later
generations buried in outlying
cemeteries - for Bridgeport this
is the vastly larger St. Michael's
Cemetery a few miles east in
Stratford.
In recent years, few have
visited St. Augustine or the
smaller St. James CemetelY at
Grove and Laurel streets in West
Bridgeport.
My
reading of the
Depression-era headstone
transcriptions, known as the Hale
Headstone Collection, shows
approximately 700 stones at St.
Augustine's - the earliest dated
1845 the names and dates
copied in late 1934. The list for
St. James, which dates from
1840, includes about 130
inscriptions. As important as it is
to have that infonnation today
when undoubtedly many stones
are now buried, unreadable or
destroyed no consideration
was given to including the
ancestral place names or other
inscriptions on the stones. Given
the run-down condition of the

~the

neighborhood, and others like it
where the earliest urban Catholic
cemeteries in Connecticut are
located, it would take a team
effort to safely examine and copy
any remaining inscriptions.
One of the letters to the Post,
penned by Meriden Public
Library's local history librarian
Janis L. Franco, suggests a 21st
century response to this dilemma.
She has personally photographed
headstones in many cemeteries,
posting the images on www.
findagrave.com, a free website.
Cemeteries themselves can be
searched by name, within a state
and county.
Names and dates of many of

the deceased are posted
alphabetically from lists like
Hale, augmented by personal
visits. Some have accompanying
headstone photographs taken by
volunteers. The lists alone can
be useful - all of the names on
the Hale list from St. James
Cemetery are posted on its
webpage, though without
photographs. The forty or so
names on the St. Augustine page
may be from the only monuments
that remain visible.
A group of volunteers
outfitted with digital cameras
could cover even a large
cemetery within hours. Images
could be posted on "findagrave"

or on the Irish society's webpage,
and archived at the Ethnic
Heritage Center.
For some of us, a key to
finding that elusive Irish
ancestral location could be a
place name carved in slowly
fading stone.

Sources: Connecticut Post"
"Gone and jorgolten," Oct. 7,
2007, p. A 1, A5; Leiters to editor,
Oct. 10,. 12, 14, 2007; Hale
Collection, microfilm, Bridgeport
Public Library; Hutchcraji, Gail
Hahn, transcription of 133 names
and dates at St. Augustine's
Cemetery, from Hale Collection and
other sources; cached: www.
rootsweb.com..

Keeping faith with those who came before us
ot only at St. Augustine Cemetery in
Bridgeport, but also in towns throughout
Connecticut, there are cemeteries that contain
eroding and sometimes broken gravestones of
Irish natives.
The stones often include important
infonnation of the counties, parishes and
townlands of these immigrants. Typical is the
headstone pictured here. It is in Old St. Joseph's
Cemetery in Waterbury. It marks the grave of
Ellen Murphy, a native of County Cork. This
picture was taken by one of our members, John
Wiehn, who has done much research on the Irish
of Waterbury.
Other cemeteries with numerous gravestones
ofIrish people include St. John's in Middletown,
one of the oldest Catholic cemeteries in
Connecticut, St. Lawrence in New Haven, Holy
Trinity in Wallingford. The Catholic cemetery in
Stonington has many graves of Irish immigrants
from Counties Meath and Westmeath.
Cemeteries throughout the state contain a
treasure trove of information on the Irish
presence in Connecticut going back several
centuries. The situation in Bridgeport which Paul
Keroack describes in the article above should
serve as a warning that this information is in
danger of being lost. An organization such as
ours - dtXlicated as it is to telling the story of
the Irish people who settled in Connecticut 

ought to be in the forefront of preserving their
gravestones and the infonnation on them.
If any members have ideas about how we
could contribute to a statewide effort to do that or
who are willing to give some time to the effort,
please contact us through our website, by calling
the Ethnic Heritage Center in New Haven: (203)
392-6126, or by writing CTIAHS, P.O. Box
185833, Hamden, CT 06518.
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New Haven doctor traded letters with kinfolk in Australia
(Continuedfrom page I)

Minyip? How near to the coast
are you? Is your Mrs. Maher,
your wife, a native of Australia?
And the children, what are their
names? I judge from our letter
that you have never been in
Ireland.
"Your brother-in-law, Mr.
Drum, who T met on the good
ship Minnewaska last September
told me that T looked and acted
and talked like a 'Tom Maher'
that he knew. Is this 'Tom
Maher' a relation of yours?
" ... My father's father and
mother came to America just one
hundred years ago, from
Thomastown, Kilkenny, that is in
1825. My grandfather's name
was Stephen Maher, and my
grandmother's maiden name was
Catherine Strang. My mother's
maiden name was Joanna
GOIman. She came to this
country in 1844 with her mother
and her step-father, Daniel
Purcell. My father's name was
Michael Maher. My father died
in 1883 and my mother in 1922.
I am the eldest of eight sons, of
whom seven are still living.
"My mother's parents were
Patrick Gorman and Julia
Dargan. My mother's people
came from Freshford in
Kilkenny and she had relations
living in Ballyraggett and in
Clemanti and in the city of
Kilkenny. My brother's names
are Frank, Pierce, Edward,
William, Augustine, James and
Frederick.
"William, a merchant tailor,
died five years ago, two years
before my mother. My brother
Frank is a grocer. Edward and
Augustine are lawyers. Pierce is
superintendent of our post office.
James, like myself, is a
physician, and Frederick is a
real-estate dealer. Four of us, sad
to say, are bachelors ...
"No doubt, you have the
same sentiments of love for

Australia, and for Victoria, and
for Minyip, that we have for
America and Connecticut and

Annie Hassett in Hamilton, a
town in Western Australia.
Annie was from Ballyscanlon,

Value of genealogical networking
Dr. Stephen Maher's J 925
letter to Australia is an
excellent example of the value
of genealogical networking.
That the letter turned up after
all these years is an interesting
footnote. More important, the
letter provides a lot of detail
about the Maher family in New
Haven, as well as how some
Connecticut Mahers were
linked to a Maher family in
Western Australia.
The letter is a valuable addition to the CTIAHS collection of
family papers and histories, as are the details about the Australian
Mahers provided by Eileen O'Callaghan. Eileen even sent us a
photograph (above) from a Connecticut newspaper showing Dr.
Maher, left, discllssing a tuberculosis vaccine with several other
Connecticut physicians. Dr. EJ. Lynch, center, and Dr Cole. A
graduate of the Yale Medical School who later gained experience
practicing in both Dublin and London, Dr. Maher was a leading
expert on tuberculosis and was appointed to the state TB
commission in 1911. In 1913, he was the only American
physician to attend an international congress on TB in Germany.
As the story on page 5 indicates, he was one of the founders of St.
Raphael's Hospital in New Haven.
We hope any other members of the CTIAHS who have family
connections in Australia will share them with us to add other
interesting stories to our Australian-Connecticut collection.

New Haven, and you too, thank
God that you and your children
live in a land of such freedom
and such boundless possibilities
as your great Southern Continent
... Give my kindest regards and
most pleasant remembrances to
Mr. and Mrs. Drum ... "
In sending a copy of Dr.
Maher's letter back to us, Eileen
O'Callaghan filled in a lot of
family history about the Maher
clan in Western Australia. She
wrote: "Michael Maher fom
Thomaston, Co. Kilkenny,
arrived in Australia in the mid
I800s, and in 1868 married

Crusheen, Co. Clare. They
moved from there to Ararat
where several of their children
were born. From there in 1874,
they then moved to Minyip and
took up selections of land ...
"John Maher, or Jack, as he
was known, was one of seven
children of Michael and Annie.
John was the second youngest.
His brothers were Thomas,
Michael, William and Patrick.
He also had two sisters, Jane and
Annie. John was born in Minyip
in 1878, and on 17 September,
1918, he married Elizabeth Jane
Drum at St. Mary's Church,

Warracknabeal.
"John took lip a property by
selection in Minyip where his
parents were already farming.
The house was to be located on
top of a rise behind what is now
Minyip cemetery. Shortly after
arrival in a
particularly wet
period (a good year) small lakes
dotted the countryside around the
homestead. As this reminded him
of the lakes of Killarney, he gave
that name to his property. He
built and Jived in a makeshift
home, while the family home
was built ...
"John was a wheat farmer in
Minyip, a small town of some
500 people ... 305 kilometers
northwest of Melbourne. John
also loved horses and bred
Clydesdales and won many
prizes for them. He was on a
committee of the Minyip
Hospital and also was president
of the Agricultural Show
Society. He died in J944 aged
66.
"In Dr. Stephen's Jetter to
John, be mentions Mr. Drum.
Michael Drum was Elizabeth
Drum Maher's brother. Michael
Drum and his wife, Effie, went
to America for their honeymoon.
The Tom Maher mentioned in
Dr. Stephen's letter was John
Maher's brother.
"John's other brother, Patrick,
was my grandfather. Patrick was
born in Minyip in 1880 and
married Agnes Sullivan in 1907
at Ballarat. Patrick and Agnes
also farmed in Minyip. They had
four children, Annie, Eileen,
Kathleen and Jack. Eileen
married Jack Curley in Ballarat
and I am one of their four
children. My mother's father,
Patrick, with his siblings, was a
cousin of Dr. Stephen's father,
Michael Maher."
Sources: M(lher family hislOl)' (lnd
copy of Dr. Maher leiter provided by
Eileen 0 'C(llIaghan of the Irish
Ancestry Group, Victoria, Auslralia.
Hartford Coumnl, June 30, 191I,
Nov. II, 1913.
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Irish had major role in founding of St. Raphael's Hospital

O

n May 3, 1906, fourteen
doctors, including Dr.
Stephen 1 Maher, organized a
Catholic Hospital Association in
New Haven.
The other 13 - at least nine
of them Irishmen - included:
Leonard Bacon, William Butler,
Jeremiah Cohane, James Flynn,
Norton Hotchkiss, John Luby,
Edward McCabe, Matthew
O'Connor, Francis Reilly,
William Sheehan, John Sullivan,
William Verdi and Frank
Whittemore.
The association was formed
111 response to a subtle and
sometimes not so subtle 
reluctance on the part of New
Haven Hospital and Grace
Hospital to accept doctors and
patients from the city's growing
conununities of Irish, Italians,
Jews and other minorities.
In a later statement, the
association made that clear:
"Recognizing the need for a
charitable hospital in this city,
and one in which all physicians,
whether or not connected with
the staff of the institution and
irrespective of creed could treat
their private patients, the
Catholic Hospital Association of
New Haven was formed."
Dr. Luby was elected
president of the association and
Dr. Flynn, its treasurer.

Name chosen
At a meeting on Jan. 29,
1907, members of the association
voted to name the institution the
Hospital of St. Raphael, in honor
of one of the patron saints of the
sick. That name was requested by
the Sisters of Charity of St.
Elizabeth who had agreed to
administer the hospital.
The association purchased
property at 1442 Chapel St., for
the hospital itself and an
adjoining home known as the
Barnes property for the nuns.

A crowd of2,000 aI/ended the laying ofthe cornerstone ofthe Hospital ofSt. Raphael was on Sunday, July
28, 1907. Bishop Tierney ofthe Hartford Archdiocese presided and the address was given by New Haven
native Father Edward Downes ofthe Connecticut Apostolate in Milford.
A campaign to raise the
estimated $100,000 needed to
build and equip the hospital was
begun.
Catholic and ethnic
businesses and organizations as
well as church congregations,
were solicited for donations.
Contributions came in from most
segments of the city population
regardless of religion and racial
and ethnic background.
Typical of the Irish
involvement in the fund-raising
was a carnival at the city armory
sponsored by the Sarsfield Guard
unit of the Connecticut National
Guard, and the unit's ladies
auxiliary. The press conunittee
for the carnival included: Carrie
Madden, Catherine C. Butler,
Mrs. Troup, Dr. Maher and Dr.
Flynn. The printing conunittee:
Dolly Burke, Mrs. J. William
Kinney and Mrs. William
Hackett.
In late January 1907, four
sisters arrived from New Jersey
to begin the work of staffing and
equipping St. Raphael's. They
were the superior, Mary Irmina
McDonough, Mary Estelle
Kivlehan, Rose Ulrica Farley and
Alice Veronica Flynn.

The sisters were welcomed by
a Ladies Aid Society organized
to assist them. The society's
officers included Mrs. David S.
Gamble, president; Miss Kate
Crevy, Mrs. Katherine Geary,
Mrs. Cornelius Conway, Miss
Marie Augur, Mrs. Eva Beisler,
Mrs. S. Z. Poli, Mrs. Joseph
Johnson, Mrs. John Cox, Miss
Margaret Ward, Mrs. Dennis B.
Martin, Mrs. S.B. Shoninger,
Miss Mary E. Ives, Mrs. M.
Fahy, Mrs. Thomas Cunningham,
vice presidents.

Cornerstone laying
The laying of the cornerstone
of the new hospital drew a crowd
of 2,000 New Haveners on
Sunday, July 28, 1907. Bishop
Tierney of the Archdiocese of
Hartford presided. Father Edward
Downes delivered the address.
On the platform also were the
members of the hospital building
conunittee: James Reilly, S.Z.
Poli, George Jacobs, Henry
Breizzfelder, Major Maher, John
Eldridge, Joseph E. Austin, lH.
Dillon and James F. Brennan.
Two invited dignitaries who
were unable to make it were New
Haven Mayor J.P. Studley and

Connecticut Gov. Rollin S.
Woodruff.
When opened in 1908, the
hospital was described as "one of
the most complete in New
England" with acconunodations
on the first, second and third
fl oors for about 150 patients. The
front part of the third floor was
given over to operating rooms,
while the emergency department
was in the basement. In the attic
above the third floor was a
dOlmitory for nurses.
On Jan. 10, 1908, the first
patient admitted to the Hospital
of St. Raphael was a native of
Ireland, 79-year-old Winifred
Dugan. She was diagnosed with
apoplexy and died at the hospital
on May 28 that year.
The need for the hospital was
obvious from the fact that from
1908 through 1910 alone,
133,000 patients were treated at
St. Raphael's.

Sources: Saint Raphael's Beller
Health magazine, January
February 2007;
New Haven
Register, July 29, 1907; Catholic
Transcript, Feb. 7, 14, 21, July
25, 29, Aug. 1, 1907, Jan. 23,
Feb. 13, April 9, 1908.
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Revisiting a neglected period of Connecticut Irish history

T

he years immediately after
World War I are among the
most interesting - and for the
most part overlooked - periods
in the long history of
Connecticut's Irish community.
The period actually begins
with the Easter Rebellion of
1916. Although unsuccessful in
overthrowing the British regime
in Ireland, the rebellion was the
first act of a bitter and bloody
drama that within a few years led
to Ireland's independence.
As might be expected, the
culmination of centuries of
struggle against foreign
domination had repercussions
among the Irish d iaspora
worldwide. Nowhere was that
more true than in the United
States and in Connecticut, with
its large Irish population.
In the main, Connecticut's
Irish were determined to do
whatever they could to further
the cause of Irish independence.
Yet, there was not unanimity
among Irish people In
Connecticut on matters of
strategy and tactics toward that
end. The varying opinions led to
open fissures and controversial
actions and events. At the same
time, there was, among Scots
Irish in Connecticut, an active
Orange movement that differed
from the state's other Irish on the
entire question of Irish
independence.
All in all it was a fascinating
epoch In Connecticut Irish
history. It was an era that
deserves much fuller description
and analysis than it has been
given until now.
Hopefully, the Connecticut
Irish-American Historical
Society might find some ways to
encourage greater research and
study of this period and all the
interesting people and events it
produced.
With that in mind, this article

describes just a few of the
significant happenings among the
state's Irish in the early I 920s.

December 19, 1920
Irish-Americans

from

throughout Connecticut met at
Verona Hall in Bridgeport and
organized a state branch of the
American Association for the
Recognition of the Irish
Republic.
Father Paul Keating of
Stamford was chairman of the
meeting, and the following
temporary officers were elected:
President Simon Crehan of
Bridgeport; Vice President
Thomas Larkin, New Haven;
Treasurer Timothy J. Sullivan,
New Haven; Secretary John 1.
Barry, Waterbury; directors, John
Griffin, Wallingford; Edward 1.
Donnelly, New Haven; John 1.
Fahey, Stamford; Andre D.
Caniffe, Danbury; Timothy
Dowd, Windsor Locks; James
Kiley, Ansonia; Jeremiah
Sullivan, Bridgeport; Miss Agnes
Nelligan, Willimantic; Henry
Smithwick, Waterbury.
While the focus was mainly
Irish independence, delegates
also voted "to lay the foundation
of an Americanization by
supporting only American
insurance companies and
purchasing only articles
manufactured in this country."
They also supported "the aims of
the women of Hartford who have
inaugurated
the Muriel
MacSwiney Association for the
relief of widows and orphans of
the Sinn Feiners who have been
killed in Ireland."

January 9, 1921
Mary MacSwiney, sister of
Terence MacSwiney, the mayor
of Cork who died after a hunger
strike in an Engl ish prison, was
greeted by thousands of

sympathizers when she arrived
for a speaking engagement In
Hartford.
Mary MacSwiney told an
overflow crowd at Parsons
Theater that the British
government had adopted a

Fitzgerald and Postmaster Philip
Troup, both of New Haven,
urged the state legislature to

deliberate policy of attempting to
exterminate the population of
Ireland.
She said she had come to
America on a speaking tour to
urge not just Irish-Americans,
but all
freedom-loving
Americans to support Ireland in
its struggle for independence.
And she identified that struggle
as growing out of the same love
of freedom that had caused
Americans to take up arms
against England in 1775.

resolution pointed out that the
peace conference at the end of
World War I had emphasized the
right of self-determination for
small nations, and yet Ireland
was held in bondage by England.

February 13, 1921
The state's chapter of he
American Association for the
Recognition of the Irish Republic
held its first convention at the
Odd Fellows Hall in New Haven.
President Crehan presided over
the convention, attended by 400
delegates from all over the state.
A resolution was adopted
caJljng for the United States to
recognize the Irish Republic.
Another demanded the recall of
the British ambassador on the
grounds that he was "a
representative of a barbarous
nation and his presence is an
insult to American citizens."
Still another denounced "the
atrocities perpetrated in Ireland
. .. the murder of women and
children, the buming of cities."

April 28, 1921
Irish organizations, supported
by labor unions and the Farmer
Labor Party, testified before a
public hearing of the Connecticut
General Assembly's Federal
Relations Committee. The
petitioners, led by Mayor David

approve a resolution supporting
U.S. recognition of the Irish
Republic.
Those who favored the

November 22, 1921
A prominent Sinn Fein
representative, Father Michael
O'Flanagan, urged Irish
Americans to support full
independence for Ireland in an
appearance in Hartford.
"The Irish do not want home
rule now," said O'Flanagan.
"What they desire most now is
complete independence, and they
are willing to fight for it if
necessary. "
O'Flanagan's speech was
delivered "with pleasing brogue
and ready Irish wit," and
followed by an address by former
Meriden mayor Cornelius
Danaher who urged the audience
to help Ireland financially to as
great an extent as possible.
Outside, Irish-American
veterans of World War I marched
with banners bearing the
inscription, "We went to France
to fight for the freedom of all
nations. Why deny Ireland?"
During these years dozens of
similar meetings and conventions
took place in large and small
Connecticut communities in what
might be described as the
American theater of the Irish
War for Independence. It is an
era that deserves greater
attention.

Sources: Hartford Couranl, Dec.
20, 1920; Jan. 7, 10, April 29,
Nov. 23,1921.
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Indiana library has huge genealogy collection - including Shanachie

A

few years ago, the
CTIABS received what
seemed a strange request. The
Allen County Public Library in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, wanted to
subscribe to TIle Shanachie.
Why in the world, we
wondered. Could it be the fame
of our newsletter was spreading
to mid-America? Or, could it be
that some ex-patriot Connecticut
Irishman or Irishwoman had
moved to Fort Wayne and
suggested that the ACPL
subscribe to our newsletter?
Recently, we discovered, and
were pleasantly surprised, to
learn the real reason. It is that the
ACPL has one of the most
comprehensive genealogy
collections in the United States,
right up there with such a famous
place as the Mormon Library in
Salt Lake City. And the ACPL
wanted to have a full run of the
almost 20 years of our newsletter
for any genealogists who might
be looking for Connecticut Irish
ancestors or kinfolk.
We were flattered and we
were impressed that the ACPL
would be so thorough In
compiling its collection of
genealogy materials.
The ACPL was founded in
1895. In 1961, the library

Stonecutter
was generous
to employees

ALLEN COliN

rUBlIC LIBRARY

900 Ubnlry Plaza • Fort Wayne. IN • 46802 •

To check out the ACPL's family history
resources, go online to: www.ACPL.info and
click on Genealogy under Subject Areas.

established its Historical
Genealogy Department. Today,
the department serves not only
residents of Fort Wayne and
Indiana, but "more than 93,000
patrons from all across North
America with a robust collection
of print and microtext local and
family materials."
All told, ACPL has a
collection of 350,000 printed
volumes of genealogy and local
history and more than 513,000
items of microfilm and
microfiche. Most resources can
be accessed by people visiting the
library.
For those who cannot visit the
library, two payment services are
offered. The Historical
Genealogy Research Service is
available to anyone to search the

In 1890, one of Connecticut's
best known granite cutters gave
the men working for him a most
welcome surprise. On the
completion of his 40th year in
the business in May that year,
James Sexton of Bridgeport
treated his 20 employees to a
holiday and a dinner. Even more
significant, he informed them
that from that day forward their
workday would be only nine
hours, rather than the 10 or 12
hours then common.
Sexton's generosity was a
case of a worker who had started

library's entire collection for a
particular name for a fee of $25.
The second service is called
Quick Search, and provides a
search of vital records, U.S.
Census listings, city directories,
immigration and naturalization
sources, military records for a
particular name. The charge for
most of the individual categories
is $7.50 per person researched.
Below are listed some of the
specific ACPL holdings.
Military records The
ACPL collection contains most of
the National Archives microfilm
records from the Revolutionary
War through the Philippine
Insurrection of the early 1900s,
World War I draft registrations,
Korean, Vietnam and Persian
Gulf War casualty lists and unit

at the bottom reaching down to
those on the lower rungs of the
economic ladder. "This was a
complete surprise to his men
who had not solicited such a
favor," reported one newspaper.
A native of Cork city,
Sexton came to America in 1848
during the Famine. He worked
for the Bay State Woolen Mills
in Lawrence, Mass., for several
years, then began his
stonecutting career in a quarry in
Quincy, Mass., for seven years.
Sexton spent a brief time in
Portsmouth, N.H., then went to

histories.
United States local records 
210,000 printed volumes of local
history and genealogy. Includes
the Barbour and Hale collections
of Connecticut records, and
similar records for many other
states.
City directories - More than
48,000 Polk directories for
communities throughout the
United States.
Passenger lists National
Archives lists and indexes on
microfilm for such items as
passport applications from 1795
to 1905; Baltimore passenger lists
for 1820-1909; Boston lists for
I 820-1943 and indexes for 1848
1891,1902-1920; New York lists
I820- [940 and indexes 1820
1846, 1897-1902.
Census - Microfilms of U.S.
Census, 1790-1930; mortality
schedules; alphabetical and
soundex indexes; state census
such as New York, 1815-1925,
Rhode Island, 1865-75-85, New
Jersey, 1855-65-75.
Family histories - Collection
of 55,000 items ranging from
brief typescripts to multi-volume
works; family trees, family
newsletters, etc.

California and Cuba before
returning east. After the Civil
War, in which he was in charge
of fortifications at Stony Hook
in New York, he returned to
Massachusetts as foreman of a
granite yard in Fall River.
He came to Bridgeport about
1870 and went into the
quarrying business on his own
by organizing James Sexton &
Sons.
Sexton died in Bridgeport,
Sept 8, 1896

Source: Hartford Courant, July
4. 1890, Sept 9, 1896.
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Progress continues on canlpaign for monument at Vicksburg
(Continuedji-om page I)

the Irish History Round Table, the Ancient Order of Hibernians,
the Civil War Round Table, and the Connecticut Irish-American
Historical Society.
A number of descendants of members of the 9th Regiment
attended the commemoration and Channel 8 provided television
coverage on the II p.m. news. After the ceremony, a social was
held at the Irish-American Community Center in East Haven with
refreshments and an update of progress in erecting a monument to
the 9th Regiment in the National Cemetery at Vicksburg, Miss.
The monument campaign has been led by CTIAHS member Bob
Larkin of Cheshire, a descendant of one of the 9th Regiment
soldiers who died during the Vicksburg campaign of 1862.
Larkin displayed a rendition of a concrete plaza, 20 feet by 15
feet, for the monument that can be color treated and highlight the
State of Connecticut. Larkin said, "The National Park Service
seems to be very much in favor of the idea although they quickly
said when I inquired about the placement of soldiers' names in
brick for a memorial walk that the use of names would entail a
restart of the whole design approval process ...

"They suggested expansion joints within the Connecticut outline
which could be in the shape of Connecticut counties. The
placement of the granite benches and colors selected are other open
items at this point ... The plaza in the shape of Connecticut would
be recognizable from the air including satellite mapping
programs - as well as from ground level."
More than 1,300 monuments and memorials to those who fought
and died at Vicksburg dot the 1,700-acre national park on the
Mississippi River there. The park is also the largest Civil War
cemetery in the country, the resting place of 17,000 Union soldiers.
Twenty-six states have monuments there, but until recently
Connecticut was not allowed to have a monument there since its
troops did not participate in the final siege of Vicksburg in 1863.
Connecticut now is one of only two states whose soldiers served
there, but are not yet honored by a monument.
Fund-raising for the monument to the 9th Connecticut Volunteers
continues, and anyone wishing to make a donation, large or small,
can contact Bob Larkin at (203) 272-6301 or robertolarkin@yahoo.
com.
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"We have kept faith
with the past;
we have handed
a tradition
to the future."
- Padraic Pearse

